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Co-chairs' Welcome 

On behalf of BIAPT we invite you to our annual conference which this year will be exploring the 

contribution of Practical Theology to public affairs. As the conference title suggests, the 

dialogical method intrinsic to Practical Theology will be a major emphasis. Our keynote speakers 

will be unpacking different aspects and coming from a variety of perspectives. We believe that 

with their contributions, delegates' questions and comments, and our regular rich mix of short 

papers, this will be a rewarding and challenging conference.  

We extend a warm invitation to BIAPT members and to any practitioner, student, teacher or 

researcher who would like to consider this theme with us. The friendliness, extended especially to 

newcomers, is a strong feature of BIAPT conferences so we're sure you'll quickly feel at home 

amongst us especially if you're a first-timer. 

We look forward to seeing you in July, 
 

 

Helen Cameron & Eric Stoddart (Co-chairs of BIAPT Committee). 

  

www.biapt.org.uk 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Keynote Speakers 

 

Elaine Graham & Stephen Lowe ~ What Makes a Good City? 

 Public Theology and the Urban Church. 
 

Elaine Graham is the Samuel Ferguson Professor of Social & Pastoral Theology at the 

University of Manchester. She was a member of the Commission on Urban Life and Faith, which 

published Faithful Cities in 2006, and is the executive director of the Manchester Centre for 

Public Theology. 
 

Stephen Lowe is the Bishop of Hulme and the Church of England’s first Bishop for Urban Life 

and Faith. His role involves promoting the dissemination and implementation of the Faithful 

Cities report and responsibility for the Church of England’s work on urban issues. He is also 

chair of the Urban Bishops’ panel. 

 

Frances Ward & Wahida Shaffi ~  Friendship: A Model for Interfaith Dialogue 
 

Frances Ward is a Residentiary Canon at Bradford Cathedral. She is interested in the educational 

and public role of Cathedrals. Her work in Bradford has also led her to engage with the role of 

women in inter-faith relations. She has previously held appointments in parish ministry and 

theological education, and is a well known teacher and author in practical theology. 
 

Wahida Shaffi is a freelance consultant and researcher, engaging with a wide range of issues 

related to equality, diversity, participation, community cohesion, governance and conflict in 

local, national and international forums. She is a qualified social worker with a background in 

social and community work. Wahida is the Muslim youth specialist for the Christian Muslim 

forum. 

 

Peter Robinson & Bob Langley ~  Passionate People, Passionate Places: 

  Regeneration and the Churches’ Role in a 

  Changing North East 
 

Peter Robinson is Archdeacon of Lindisfarne and works across rural Northumberland, leading 

for the Diocese in its engagement with the new local government structures. His previous 

position was as leader of the Urban Ministry and Theology Project in the east end of Newcastle 

where he was involved in regeneration partnerships and the development of the local church as a 

key partner. 
 

Bob Langley is a retired priest. He has been involved in regeneration in the North-East, urban 

and rural, local and regional for a number of years. Until recently, he was also a senior inspector 

of colleges and courses for the Church of England. 

 
Venue Information 

 

Ushaw College, DURHAM, DH7 9RH, www.ushaw.ac.uk 
 

Road: Directions and a map are available at 

http://www.ushaw.ac.uk/html/conference/conference_location.html  

Rail: Durham station is 3 miles from Ushaw College, and taxis are available at the station. 

Air: Newcastle Airport is 25 miles north of Ushaw. Metrolink provides access to the centre of 

Newcastle, connecting with rail services to Durham. 
 

Full travel details will be supplied with your booking confirmation. 
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Outline Timetable 

 

 
Tuesday 14th July 2009 

 

12:00-14:00  Arrivals & Registration 
 

(Please note lunch is not provided unless 

specifically requested) 

14:30-14:45  Welcome 

14:45-16:15  Keynote ~ Elaine Graham & 

  Stephen Lowe 

16:15-16:45  Refreshments 

16:45-17:45  Small Groups 

18:00  Dinner 

19:30-21:00  Short Papers / Workshops 

21:00  Bar open 

Wednesday 15th July 2009 

 

08.45-9:15  Reflection 

09:30-11:00  Keynote ~ Frances Ward & 

 Wahida Shaffi 

11:00-11:30  Refreshments  

11:30-12:45  Small Groups 

13:00-14:15  Lunch 

14:30-16:00  Short Papers / Workshops 

16:00-16:30  Refreshments 

16:30-17:45  BIAPT AGM 

18:30  Drinks reception 

19:00  Dinner 

20:30  Bar open 

  

Thursday 16th July 2009 

 

08.45-9:15  Reflection 

09:30-11:00 Keynote ~ Peter Robinson & 

 Bob Langley 

11:00-11:30 Refreshments 

11:30-12:10 Small Groups 

12:15-13:00 Panel Discussion 

13:00 Lunch followed by departures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Short Papers / Workshops 
 

We invite participants to contribute short papers, presentations – verbal or otherwise, workshops 

or discussions. These should consist of up to 20 minutes of input with a further 20 minutes 

allowed for discussion. 

 

Topics related to the conference theme are welcome, but contributors can tackle any area within 

the very broad discipline of practical theology. We are keen to include a specific stream of 

participants' contributions from the field of education. 
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Conference 2009 Booking Form 
 

 Early Bird Booking 

(before 30th April 09) 

Standard Rate Number of places 

(1st May 09 and after) you wish to reserve 

 Resident 

 

BIAPT 

member 

 

Non-BIAPT 

member 

 

BIAPT 

member 

 

Non-BIAPT 

Member 

14-16 July 09 en-suite 
(first-come, first-served) 

£ 210 £ 230 £ 230 £ 250  

14-16 July 09 standard £ 190 £ 210 £ 210 £ 230  

Lunch on Tues 14th   £ 11  

 Day Visitors 

    

 (Non-resident)     

Tuesday 14th 
  

 £ 50 per day; £ 80 for 

 the whole conference 

 

Wednesday 15th 
  

 

Thursday 16th 
  

 

 

A small number of subsidised places are available to those with particular financial needs. 

Applications for a concessionary rate must be made in writing (letter or email) to the Conference 

Secretary, Andrew Rogers, not later than 30
th

 April 2009. 

 

Name  

  

Address  

  
 

Postcode  
 

  

Phone   

  

Email  

 
 

Please send this form with a cheque 

for the full amount of the conference 

fee, payable to BIAPT, to: 
 

The Conference Secretary 

Andrew Rogers 

c/o BIAPT 

Ripon College Cuddesdon 

Oxford OX44 9EX 

Special Requirements (please specify) 

Dietary: 

Access: 

Accommodation: 

Other: 

 

Cancellation prior to 1st July 09 will secure a full refund less £10 administration cost. Any refund 

upon cancellation on or after 1st July will depend on that place being filled by another delegate. 

 

Please complete the section overleaf if you wish to offer a short paper or workshop at the 

conference. 
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Short Papers / Workshops 

 

We invite participants to contribute short papers, presentations (verbal or otherwise), 

workshops or discussions. These should consist of up to 20 minutes of input with a further 20 

minutes allowed for discussion. 

 

Topics related to the conference theme are welcome, but contributors can tackle any area 

within the very broad discipline of practical theology. We are keen to include a specific stream 

of participants’ contributions from the field of education. 

 

If you wish to offer a contribution please complete the section below. 

 

The information you supply here will be used in publicising the forum during the conference. 

 

Short Paper  Workshop   Please tick as appropriate. 

 

 

Title 
 

 

 

Equipment: Please indicate any needs... 

 

 

 

 

Description: (max. 150 words; please use an additional sheet if necessary) 
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