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More and more Christians are finding it hard to dig 
down deep into the story of the Bible.  in these 
busy times, there are so many stories competing 
for our attention.  we’re constantly distracted by 
Hollywood movies, must-see TV series, live sports 
coverage and the background noise of 24 hour 
news.  

There just doesn’t seem to be time or space for regular 
and deep encounters with the scriptures.  It’s no surprise 
that Biblical literacy, basic familiarity with the Bible and its 
contents, is in serious decline. 

Knowing the Bible story isn’t about winning Sunday school 
quiz prizes or developing an unusual interest in the flora 
and fauna of ancient Israel.  The point of knowing the story 
of God is to live in it.  The story of the Bible is our history, 
our identity and our destiny.  Not knowing it is like not 
knowing your own surname.  How can we make sure that 
our generation doesn’t miss out on God’s word? 

The Big Story was born in The Oval pub one night in 
Croydon.  I was chatting to Alex, a friend in my cell 
group whose faith had come alive just a couple of years 
previously.  He was a voracious reader who showed real 
leadership potential, and we were discussing how to help 
other people get into the Bible.  ‘Of course’, I said, ‘you 
can never really grasp the meaning of the Old Testament 
until you understand the exile’.  He looked at me blankly, 
perhaps a little embarrassed, ‘The what?’  That was my 
moment of clarity.  As long as Alex didn’t have a handle on 
the great events of the Bible, like the exile of God’s people 
in Babylon, the most he’d ever get out of scripture would 
be a set of dislocated stories and bible verses.  

So Alex and I determined to do something to encourage 
him, and others, to get into the story of scripture like never 
before.  I would produce a Bible reading guide – The Big 
Story.  We could preach through it at church and discuss it 
in cell groups.  Alex would provide financial backing for the 
print costs.  

‘I’ve got faith for 100 copies’ he said boldly.  

‘So how many should I get printed?’ I checked.  

‘Erm…Let’s start with 30’.

We needn’t have worried.  250 copies later, we could see 
there was a genuine hunger in people to piece the Bible 
together for themselves.  

So what makes the Big Story different?  The Big Story is for 
anyone who wants to develop their grasp of the whole of 
scripture.  Instead of taking a year to get through, you can 
do it in 16 weeks of daily readings, or a selective overview 
in 40 days.  Over that time you can cover the most 
significant passages in the whole Bible, in a framework 
that will help you to confidently find your way round 
scripture.  

 The Big Story lets the Bible speak in its own words.  Rather 
than a mini-sermon for each day, it encourages the reader 
to engage directly with the text, with spaces each day for 
personal comments.  Along the way it introduces new ways 
of prayer, sheds light on difficult passages, and illuminates 
the connections between the Old and New Testaments.  
The Big Story is designed for individual use, for instance 
as part of a regular devotional time, but there are also 
questions for use in groups or with a friend.  Developing 
The Big Story has made me more excited than ever about 
the Bible’s power to change our lives and the world around 
us. My hope is that it might do the same for you.  

Mark Powley tells how an exciting new Bible guide came 
into being
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