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Valuing Age 

This amazing book Valuing Age: Pastoral 
Ministry with Older People by James 
Woodward has recently been published. 
Those people taking their work primarily 
with older people seriously need to sell all 
that they have and purchase this insightful 
book into how older people feel about  
themselves with exercises to challenge 
further thought, reflection and action. 
 
The Rt Revd David Urquhart, Bishop of 
Birmingham states that:  
 

“James Woodward has spent the last ten years lecturing, writ-
ing and bringing to the fore the needs of older people. This 
book is a profound challenge to both Church and society. How 
do we respond to an older population? How does the Church 
think about outreach, mission and evangelisation among older 
people? The book is a wake-up that we must all take seri-
ously.” 

This book focuses on pastoral care and practical theology in the 
light of age and ageing. It will help carers in many different set-
tings to understand elderly people and the issues they face. In 
particular it looks at how theories of age relate to our experi-
ence, and how experience might challenge and shape our the-
ologies. 
 
The book published by SPCK costs £12.99, and can be pur-
chased online with credit card from the Leveson centre website: 
http://www.leveson.org.uk/levesoncentre/publications.htm 

Encounters on the Edge no.40 - fresh expressions and older people 

40: People Try To Put Us Down: 
Fresh expressions with older people 
 
It is appropriate that as Encounters on 
the Edge reaches the end of it's 10th 
year, and it's 40th issue, the latest issue 
investigates fresh expressions of church 
among older people. This is to counter a 
common criticism of fresh expressions: 
that it is in danger of becoming short-
hand for young and trendy.  
 
In the introduction, George Lings,  
director of Church Army's Research 
Unit, confesses: 'I write this booklet  
approaching the threshold of becoming 
60. What a mix of feelings it is. It has to 
be partly a confession of ageism to ad-
mit that while there have been 39 previ-
ous Encounters on the Edge stories, 
only now does one get written about a 
whole third of the UK population, the 
over 50s.'  
 

The issue focuses on the story of St Giles, 
Northampton, remarkable in their  
recruitment of a full-time staff member for 
older people. Two vital questions are asked: 
'How do you know whether a ministry is 
also church?' and 'What does fresh really 
mean?' It is also pointed out that there is a 
significant diversity between those aged 50 
and 105 – is this fully appreciated?  
 
George helpfully concludes that fresh  
expressions are about 'seriously asking 
who we are trying to be church for and what 
their culture is'.  
 
To purchase your copy please contact the 
Sheffield Centre on: 
Tel: 0114 272 7451 
E-mail: ask@sheffieldcentre.org.uk  
 
Or go to our website: 
www.sheffieldcentre.org.uk   

George is the director of the Sheffield Centre. He specialises in 
church planting & fresh expressions of church, and Anglican 
ecclesiology. He writes the quarterly publication Encounters on 
the Edge, which is now in its 11th year.   

He also loves skiing, and will continue to go every year whilst 
he still has knees. 
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Archway invites you to a conference: 
 
Taking Loneliness Seriously - March 17th 2009 
 
An opportunity to find out how the experience of loneliness affects the 
people you may be working with and to reflect on your strategies and 
practice when supporting people. From 9.45am – 3.45pm, cost is £25. 
 
Venue: 
Loyd Lindsay Rooms, 
Ardington 
0X12 8PP 
 
The Archway Foundation  
Serving those hurt by Loneliness 
Charity Registration number 299533 
 
For more information, please contact: 
The Archway Foundation 
New Marston Pastoral Centre 
Jack Straws Lane 
Oxford, OX3 0DL  
 
Tel: 01865 790552 
Email: office@archwayfoundation.org.uk  
Web: www.archwayfoundation.org.uk  
 
 
Reminiscence Activities and Training 
Remember When offers a 1 day training package.  
Sessions include: 
• Washday and Housework 
• Courtship and Weddings 
• Toys and Childhood 
• Dance Nights 
• The Handbag 
• Can we Afford a Doctor 
 
Other services include 
• Quizzes 
• Musical Quizzes 
• 1940s/50s theme days 
• Craft sessions 

 
Could be ideal for Holiday at Home Events! 
 
For further details and information contact Remember When on:  
Tel: 01909 560623 
Mob: 0777970415  
Email  Joanne.brunt@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
Singing For Health 
PSALM: taking ageing and faith seriously, is embarking on a new ven-
ture by running a series called singing for health. There will be four 
sessions led by Barbara Alden which explores the benefits of singing. 
The brochure says that you don’t have to be ‘singer’ or even particu-
larly musical to benefit from the workshops. There is a special reduced 
rate for those booking all four sessions. So why not refresh those well-
worn voices, no ability or experience required!  
 
The session will run on Fridays, 6th & 20th February 2009 and 13th & 
27th March 2009, 11am to 3pm.  
 
Venue is: 
St Pancras Church House,  
1 Lancing Street,  
London 
NW1 1NA.  
 
Cost £10 per session or £30 for the course. Send for booking form via 
psalm@stpancraschurch.org or leave a message on 020 7388 5658. 
 

Re-Imagining Church: Connecting The Generations 
 
This is a day conference taking place in Sheffield to explore the future 
of the church as an intergenerational community. It will take place on 
Saturday 21st March 2009 at: 
Dronsfield Baptist Church  
Wreakes Lane  
Dronsfield  
S18 1PT.  
 
Cost is £10 (lunch provided).  
Bookings in by Saturday 28th February 28th.  For further information 
contact Revd Marcus Bull at: 
3 Lonstaff Court 
Hedden Bridge  
HX7 6AB 
E-mail: revmadbull@hotmail.co.uk   
 
Supported by the YBA; Dioceses of Sheffield; Derby; Southwell & Not-
tingham; Barnabus and Church Army 
 
 
The Narratives Of Old Age 
This seminar will take place at the Leveson Centre in Temple Balsall, 
near Solihull, on Tuesday 12 March 2009 from 11.00 am – 3.15 pm. 
Coffee will be available from 10.30 am 
 
In this seminar James Woodward will introduce some of the practical 
fruits of his three months’ sabbatical leave in 2008. In three sessions 
he will explore the nature of narrative, the stories that we share, and 
how these narratives shape our lives. 
 
Session one will introduce participants to some of the themes of narra-
tive and draw out the pastoral and practical implications of these theo-
ries for old age and old age care. 
 
In session two, James will share some examples of old age narrative 
(biography and autobiography) and explore their interest and signifi-
cance. 
 
In session three we shall look at some of the implications of theory 
(session one) and practice (session two) for ourselves, for older people 
and our work with them. 
 
The cost of the seminar, which includes refreshments and a sandwich 
lunch, is as follows: Organisations - £50. Charitable and voluntary or-
ganisations (including churches) and individuals - £40  
Friends of the Leveson Centre - £35.  
 
Cheques should be made payable to The Foundation of Lady Kathe-
rine Leveson and sent to:  
The Leveson Centre  
Temple Balsall 
Knowle, Solihull 
B93 0AL  
 
Alternatively, you may reserve a place and pay on line at 
www.leveson.org.uk  
 
 
Partners In Care 
In the latest issue of the Leveson Newsletter Alison Johnson (former 
consultant to the Leveson Centre) draws attention to this training  
resource by Bob Woods, John Keady, and Clare Wenger, published by 
Jessica Kingsley 2008. It comes complete with a DVD and is ideal for 
care homes.  
 
Alison says one of the key strengths of this training material is its clarity 
and accessibility, Four separate sessions are offered with a range of 
themes, group exercises and notes for the facilitator. Each of the  
sessions explores a different theme: sharing information, sharing the 
care, developing supportive relationships and making the ‘partnership’ 
work. 

Conferences  & Seminars  
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News Reports  

Over-50’s put off by lack of BCP, says society 
Prudence Dailey, chairman of the Prayer Book Society, has said that 
she is not surprised by the results of a recent survey for The Daily 
Telegraph by the older people’s holiday company Saga. It found that 
just over one quarter (28%) of 15,000 over – 50’s wanted the Church of 
England to remain the Established Church, One quarter of those polled 
described themselves as atheist or agnostic. Ms Dailey said that the 
lack of traditional forms of services involving the Book of Common 
Prayer meant that many people has stopped going to church regularly. 
 
(Source: Church Times 9th Jan 09) 
 
Faith In Older People 
FIOP have published their winter newsletter. This is a Word document 
but is also available in PDF format on their website 
www.faithinolderpeople.org.uk under ‘features’. They are happy to 
receive any comments or suggestions for future newsletters.  
 
One of their aims is to make key contacts in Faith communities If you 
would like to receive the newsletter or any other information.  
 
Faith in Older People 
21a Grosvenor Crescent 
Edinburgh 
EH12 5EL 
 
Tel: 0131 346 7981 
email: info@fiop.org.uk  
 
 
Learning After the Age Of 50 
Age Concern has published a report which examines older people’s 
experiences and views of lifelong learning. It found that poor informa-
tion provision, inappropriate learning provision, poor accessibility,  
personal circumstances and cost are key barriers to learning in later 
life. To overcome these barriers, it recommends that government 
should focus on three priority areas: securing funding over the long 
term, coordinating and joining up learning initiatives and ensuring eq-
uity and inclusion. 
 
‘Keeping the grey matter ticking over’: learning after the age of 50 
Tel: 020 8765 7589 (Maggie Lucas, Policy Unit, Age Concern England) 
http://www.ageco 
 

Fresh Horizons Time Out partnership scheme 
Mission Department of Baptist Union of Great Britain. 
 
Retired, or available, and looking for a fresh challenge in a team set-
ting? You are wanted! You are needed! You are vital! 
 
We urgently need more team members. The newly produced DVD clip 
gives all the information.  
Web link: http://www.baptist.org.uk/training_events/other.html#fresh 
 
For more information, contact Terry Jones on:  
Tel: 01235 517 712  
E-mail: tjones@baptist.org.uk   
Website: www.baptist.org.uk 
 
 
Fresh Horizons tour dates: 
Received from Terry Jones, from the Mission Department of Baptist 
Union of Great Britain. 
 
• Feb 21 Sstanmore bc London 
• Feb 28 Maghull bc Liverpool  
 
Web link: http://www.baptist.org.uk/training_events/other.html  
ncern.org.uk/AgeConcern/work_policy_reports.asp 
 
 
Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) 
For those regularly visiting care homes, you can  
access their last inspection report via their website,  
www.csci.org.uk   
 
They are an independent Charity set up by the  
Government to improve social care and stamp out 
bad practice. 
 
 
Celebrating Age In Worship—A resource from the Leveson Centre 
Have you ever considered celebrating age in worship but lack the know 
how? Then the Leveson Centre resource is just for you.  
 
The resource includes three addresses on ageing by distinguished 
speakers and suggestions for hymns, prayer bible and other readings. 
(Contact details and website in other articles in this bulletin). 
 
 

Your  Let ters  

We had loads of positive feedback from A 
Mission-shaped Church for Older People?, a 
conference held last autumn to launch a train-
ing resource of the same title. (See resources 
list below). One of the great benefits of such a 
conference is the sharing of ideas. Here is one 
example.  
 
 
Dear Michael,  
Just a line to say how much I appreciated the 
afternoon conference today. I had to leave half 
an hour before the end so hope I did not miss 
anything important.  
 
I thought the whole conference was very well 
organised even to cups of tea while in our 
groups!  Mark and James spoke well and I 
enjoyed both their talks. We had a good  
discussion in our group and 'Holiday at Home' 
was brought up by someone right at the begin-
ning! I did suggest that if enough folk were 

interested Church Army might put on an  
information/training session at the College.  
 
Talking of that I have had a request for  
information on 'Holiday at Home' from a 
church in York. They saw what we are doing 
amongst seniors on our church website.  
 
In our group we also discussed short  
informal services on a Sunday afternoon for 
seniors; pie and pint meeting for men. Before 
lunch I was talking to a vicar and his wife, now 
retired, who had just returned from 3 years in 
America and now living at Broomhill. They 
said work amongst the 'baby boomers' is well 
ahead in America and recommended two 
books 'Half Time' by Bob Buford and 'Success 
to Significance' by Lloyd Reeb. Apparently we 
can get them online through Amazon. There is 
also another book called 'Boomer Century' by 
Croker.  
 

Thanks again for all your hard work in making 
it a good conference which was well attended.  
 
Nanette 
 
[over 100 people applied but numbers were 
capped at 100] 
 
 
On reaching 3rd Agers 
 
A letter to Revd Chris Harrington (formerly 
Church Army Evangelist, recently ordained 
deacon) copied to me. 
 
Hi Chris, 
Thanks for the book. [Grove Booklet in the 
Evangelism Series – Reaching the Saga Gen-
eration by Chris Harrington] Just to encourage 
you I ordered a couple of dozen as soon as it 
was published so I could take it around the 
country on the Fresh Horizons National Tour.  
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Mike is moving on... 
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Let ters Cont inued. . .  

I sold out within two weeks and have others 
on order! It’s good to have an increasing 
range of resources on offer and I owe a debt 
to Church Army for furnishing ‘What Church 
…’ and now ‘Reaching the SAGA …’ which 
are both great resources-many thanks. 
 
Kathryn Morgan will be in post next week as 
my successor and is well qualified to take 
Fresh Horizons (phase two) on next year. She 
will also look to develop the thinking from our 
consultation which includes the overnight 
residential and the National Conference in 
2011. She pioneered Caleb Challenge in the 
Southern Counties Baptist Association which 
embraced a degree of third age thinking as 
well as fourth age stuff. 
 
Regards in Christ and partnership, 
 
Terry Jones 
The Mission Department: The Hub 
Baptist Union of Great Britain 
 
 
Responses to Information Bulletin 
 
Thanks Mike [for the information bulletin], 
We will look at the info and also pass it on. We 
have had several older people baptised in the 
last couple of years – three were 78, 86 and 
90! My husband has also just led an old  
soldier of 93 to the Lord. When we went to the 
church, the Lord told us to go for the elderly 

and the youth, which we have done. We have 
quite a successful monthly Tea Room – about 
40 – and also a regular indoor bowls group. 
Our main problem is space, but a number of 
folk have started to come to church. Our other 
problem is finding the people who really need 
friendship/help – the really lonely. Of course 
social services are not allowed to pass on 
names, so we continue to try to make our 
services known. 
 
We are also involved with First and Second 
World organisations, which puts us into  
contact with families and friends of old  
soldiers. 
 
We will keep in touch, 
 
Regards 
Yvonne 
 
 
Dear Michael, 
I am so pleased to be on your Newsletter 
mailing list. Subject to your agreement I would 
like to circulate some of the articles to  
Trustees / colleagues among the Age  
Concern network that exists among us in 
Wokingham, Reading and Berkshire. Perhaps 
you could let me know if you are happy with 
this. 
 
As I may have mentioned we ran an Alpha 
Course in our Woodley Age Concern Day 

Centre at the time when the new Senior Alpha 
was being launched. Extra-ordinary stories 
emerged from the course. One story is of my 
Alpha helper's neighbour accepting Jesus - he 
had Cancer but we were able to baptise him, 
in his sick bed, before he peacefully died. 
 
Anyway I look forward to hearing from you and 
just want to say how valuable the work is that 
you are doing in providing such useful  
information and contacts etc. 
 
Every good wish, 
 
Colin 
 
 
Dear Mike, 
Thanks for my inclusion in the email list for the 
info. bulletin. They will prove very helpful as a 
stimulus to think wider about ministry to the 
third age, fourth age and dot age (?).  
Sometimes I think I'm there already.  
 
We enjoyed your visit; wish we could have 
had more time to think and pray things 
through…Thanks again for your input to the 
day.  
 
With love in Christ, 
 
Dave Langton. 

Order the resource "A Mission-shaped Church for Older People?"  

...containing training material for churches to raise awareness of work with older people, resource material for  
ministry with older people and ideas for evangelism among both the elderly frail and the younger-old.  

Published jointly by Church Army and The Leveson Centre. To order your copy please contact The Leveson  
Centre, as they are processing the orders. 

The year 2009 is a significant year for me as I prepare for my own recession! Sorry,  
I meant retirement, although in practice I am told that Church Army evangelists never re-
tire, they just cease to get paid.  
 
Once upon a time the year 2009 seemed to be a long way in the future, a time I thought 
when humans would inhabit Mars! But here it is, and the Lord is still coming! I am looking 
forward to a whole new world that will open up to me (and my wife Jan) towards the end of 
the year. Please pray for us as we plan for the future. It will be sad to be leaving ‘home’ 
but life is full of changes and the unknown.  
 
The good news is that CA will be replacing me! The recruitment process will begin in the 
summer with the appointment taking effect from the 1st of December 2009. If you or any 
body you know would like the opportunity to research evangelism, spiritual needs and 
evangelism with and to older people then register your interest with Laurence Keith 
ask@sheffieldcentre.org.uk  


