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     I am really sorry, but you will need to fill in the 
numbers and name for yourself as due to the  
deadline for this newsletter, it has to be 
completed by May 5th. As I write this I am 
wondering what the answers might be. We have 
been through four weeks of the election campaign 
since Gordon Brown asked the Queen to dissolve 
Parliament on April 6th. Something new has been 
the leaders’ debates, but other than that, it has 
been much the same as in previous elections. 
We went into this election having been through 
major recession and all that has meant, so we 
were looking for the best party to solve the 
problems of massive national debt, to protect 
front-line public services, overcome corruption in 
public life and so on. Whatever the outcome of 
the election we can know that the newly elected 
Government will have some tough decisions to 
make and I trust that we all will pray for them as 
we are called to do. (Romans 13 verse 1ff.) 
     We do need to pray because there are a 
number of issues which affect older people, such 
as ‘social care costs’, pensions, employment 
legislation and the abolition of cheques. My 
personal prayer is that these won’t become a 
political football to be kicked around and older 
people portrayed as a burden on the State. 
While we pray for the new Government, let’s also 
pray for Christians who are campaigning on our 
behalf on these issues. 
     Outlook Trust has never campaigned on social 
issues affecting the over 55’s, but it has since its 
beginning in November 1992 worked tirelessly to 
proclaim Christ crucified and risen again amongst 
older people. Also to resource and enable 
Christians with this burden to share in this 
wonderful ministry and mission. We are realising 
more and more, the vital need of our day to 
integrate older and younger Christians together in 
the Church’s life and mission, to worship together, 
work together and be involved in evangelism and 
mission together. On Page 2 you will find an 
article from the February update of the Methodist 
Church in response to a letter written by Outlook 
to national and local denominational church 
leaders and an extract from the article about 
Outlook on the Evangelical Alliance website. We 
are truly serious about this and would appreciate 
your prayers as we ‘campaign’ on this vital issue. 

     We are in the process of updating the Outlook 
website and making it much more user friendly, 
with even a ‘forum’ section. We are also looking 
at literature and resources to see where we need 
to add items or change things, plus ways to 
develop the Prayer Network to make it more 
beneficial to Members and Supporters. We will 
keep you informed of any changes. The two new 
resources, a faith-sharing guide and a series of 
Bible studies and helps are nearing completion 
and will be available soon. 
 

            
   
We can confirm that the next Outlook Trust 
National Conference is being held at King’s Park 
Centre in Northampton from the 21st to 24th June 
2011. (FURTHER INFORMATION ON PAGE 3) 
   The recession I mentioned earlier led to a 
number of Christian mission organisations having 
to make some of their staff redundant due to a 
steep drop in their income. We are so thankful to 
God and our supporters that this has not 
happened here in Outlook as our income has 
remained constant. Jehovah Jireh-God our Great 
Provider has provided through His people, so on 
behalf of Outlook’s Staff and Trustees, we do 
thank Him and you for playing your part. We also 
thank you for your prayers and your support and 
assure you that here in the Office we pray for you 
each day we are in and we are there for you, to 
support you in any way we can, to fulfil your God-
given ministry among the over 55’s. 
      
The Lord bless you richly and abundantly as 
you serve and proclaim Him where you are; 
 
As ever my love in Jesus 
Norman Critchell  
 
 

                        MAY 6TH  
   GENERAL ELECTION RESULTS 
 
Labour …………...seats 
Conservative ………..…seats 
Liberal Democrats…………..seats 
Other parties……………seats 
The Prime Minister is………..………….. 
Hung Parliament     Yes/No 



Below is the extract about Outlook which was 
placed on the Evangelical Alliance website under 
the section ‘Your Stories.’ We are very grateful to 
them for including us and continue to press the 
national and local churches of all Denominations 
to integrate together younger and older Christians 
into their life and ministry. We have the 
opportunity under God to take up this fresh 
missionary challenge in our day and I hope that 
everyone connected with the Trust will be excited 
by all that lies ahead. In some ways, the future of 
the Church lies with those of us who are over 
55—the average age of an Anglican is 61—so let 
us all get involved in this Kingdom building work 
and labour together with younger Christians in 
proclaiming Christ through word and action  to 
this our generation.   

Outlook Trust connects older Christians with 
"vibrancy of youth"  

With a strap-line 'seniors for Christ,' Outlook 
Trust has for the last 18 years been challenging 
the UK Church to integrate the gifts and 
experience of Christians over the age of 55 with 
the energy of a younger generation to form a 
congregation which more truly reflects the glory of 
God. Outlook Trust equips, resources and 
enables both the young and old in evangelism to 
and among the over 55's through initiatives such 
as grandparenting, residential home visiting, 
bereavement groups, visiting the housebound in 
the community and drama presentations. 
According to Director Norman Critchell, 
integrating older Christians into the life and 
ministry of the Church delivers a wonderfully 
counter-cultural message. "In a society that is 
anti-grey where youth is glorified it gives the 
Church an anti-ageism message.  God thinks 
differently, so shouldn't we?  Right from Abraham 
and Moses, whom God spoke to well into old age, 
we see the elderly being used by God in His 
Salvation story." Critchell said he receives 
countless letters from reasonably fit over 55's, 
who feel sidelined in their churches in favour of 
youth activities.  “Separate youth services can 
segregate congregations,” Irene from Sheffield 

wrote, "Young people are deprived of seeing in a 
normal day to day fashion how mature Christians 
handle their lives and we, of course, are deprived 
of that connection with the vibrancy of youth 
which is so stimulating."  

The Methodist Church update; 

       Don’t forget your elders, says Trust;  

The future of the Church lies in the hands of its 
‘elders’, declares a letter sent by Outlook Trust to 
the national leaders of the UK’s major Christian 
denominations and their mission departments. 
Outlook Trust is a Christian organisation that aims 
to “reach older people with God’s Good News 
about Jesus”. Director Norman Critchell argues: 
“There needs to be a seismic shift in mission and 
ministry patterns and instead of the ‘elders’ in our 
churches being viewed in a negative manner, 
even a problem, we are asking the Church 
instead to view them as God’s renewed 
missionary force. With the growing number of 
older Christians in the Church matching the 
growing number of older people in our society, 
this presents us with a fresh missionary 
challenge.” 

Keith Albans, Director of Spirituality and 
Chaplaincy for Methodist charity MHA, said: “The 
Outlook Trust’s comments echo much of what we 
have been saying for years. Older people are the 
heart of the contemporary Church, but are often 
overlooked or assumed to have nothing more to 
contribute.”  

Please note;The comment that Keith Albans of 
MHA has made is that we have echoed much of 
what  they have been saying for years. I believe 
we have brought a fresh impetus, so please pray 
for the Church to really take this on board and 
work to make it a reality. 

ARE WE NOT CHRIST’S  

FAMILY AND ALL CALLED  

TO WORK TOGETHER  

FOR THE COMING OF  

HIS KINGDOM IN  

PEOPLE’S LIVES?  



In the last Newsletter we featured June Crome 
one of our new Trustees and this time we are 
featuring Greg Pickers another new Trustee. 

                   Greg’s career in commerce has spanned  
                      a period of more than 40 years. He has a   
                     detailed knowledge of Manufacturing,  
                     Civil Engineering,Construction, and   
                     Petrochemical, Environmental, Retail  
                     and Media sectors of industry. He has  
                     also carried out consultancy roles for 
Venture Capital clients. 
In 1977, he married Kandice and they have three 
children aged 18, 23 and 25 and now live near Great 
Missenden. In the late 1980’s he became involved in 
the work of the ‘Abbeyfield Society’ and for more than 
10 years was involved in the running of seven houses 
in the Amersham area. 
Greg is an active member of St. Leonard’s Church, 
Chesham Bois and his main external focus has been 
outreach to others. He has organised a string of events 
for fellow Christians to bring non-Christians to. He was 
a founder member of the local branch of ‘Christian 
Viewpoint for Men’. He has also trained as a “money 
coach” and helps with solving and managing money 
related issues. Greg was a ‘prayer partner’ with our 
own Ron Wilcox, one of the founding Trustees of 
Outlook. Greg and ourselves of course, sadly miss 
dear Ron. 
He is very active in outreach and works with ‘Restore 
Hope-Latimer’ and is currently involved in a couple of 
new outreach initiatives.  
He says that he makes no secret of being a Christian 
either in the workplace or in his other activities. He is 
not complacent or satisfied with past achievements. 
Despite his ever increasing maturity of years he 
believes God may yet use him in a way that will reveal 
his true calling.  
Greg is our finance Trustee and we the Staff and 
Trustees are so glad that Greg and June are 
together with us in the work and ministry of 
Outlook. 
  --------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 

 
                   ‘ENLARGING THE VISION’ 
            Outlook Trust’s National Conference 
                        21st to 24th June 2011. 
 
With this Newsletter you will find a provisional booking 
form for this exciting Outlook Conference next year in 
Northampton. Please consider joining us for this ‘top 
quality’ time of worship, fellowship and teaching. The 
last Conference in 2009 had ‘rave reviews’ with one 
participant saying it was the best Conference he had 
been to for years. 
Please have a good look and if you can join us that 
would be brilliant. PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS 
AN EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT OF £15 PER 
PERSON. 
       ---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
During a ward round in our local hospital, I met an 
elderly patient who was deeply depressed.  He told me 
his wife had recently died, his married daughter had 
run off with her friend’s husband and he himself 
hadn’t prayed or read his Bible for a very long time.  I 
had lost my husband shortly before this, and was able 
to share my faith with him, and tell him what a 
wonderful support the Lord had been to me. I prayed 
with him and left a tract. Visiting the ward the 
following week WHAT a difference I found. “Sister”, 
he said, “I’ve found my faith and thanks be to God.” 
A testimony from Winifred Barnes.  
 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 



       HAPPY BIRTHDAY OUTLOOK 

                 
          On the 14th November, 
Outlook Trust is 18 years old and we want to 
take this opportunity of thanking everyone 
past and present who have been a part of this 
wonderful organisation, tasked by God to take 
the Good News of Salvation through Christ 
alone to people over 55. 
At the same time, why not send a special 
birthday present, a thank-offering to mark this 
special occasion, to ensure Outlook can 
continue on with its mission and ministry into 
the future. 
   ----------------------------------------------- 
 
                ‘The Hereafter’ 
Her minister told an eighty-year-old woman 
that, at her age, she should be giving some 
thought to what he called the hereafter. She 
said to him, “I think about it many times a 
day.” 
“Oh, really?” said the minister. “That’s very 
wise.” “It’s not a matter of wisdom,” she 
replied. “It’s when I open a drawer or a closet 
and ask myself, ‘What am I here after?’” 
  
An elderly man asked his wife what she would 
like for dessert. “Oh, I would like strawberry 
ice cream with cream and nuts on the top, but 
write it down or you might forget.” 
“NO I WON’T” said the man and off he went to 
the kitchen. 2 hours later he returned and 
gave his wife a brown paper bag with a  
 

  
cheese sandwich in it. 
“I told you to write it down or you would 
forget” said the wife. “What have I forgotten?” 
asked the husband. “YOU FORGOT THE 
MUSTARD” 
      
‘Always have old memories and young hopes’ 
Arsene Houssaye-Writer and Poet 
 
      ------------------------------------------------------- 
                        Older People in Society  
                           Some Basic Facts 

More people over 60 in the UK population today 
than under 16. 
The number of people over pensionable age was 
nearly 11.4 million in 2006 and is projected to rise 
to 12.2 million in 2011.  
Most pensioners live alone (32%) or with their  
partner (51%), only 13% live with family or friends. 
Only 4% live in residential homes. 
Over the last 25 years the percentage of the 
population aged 65 and over increased from 15% 
in 1983 to 16% in 2008 an increase of 1.5 million 
people in this age group 
Over the same period, the percentage of the 
population aged 16 and under decreased from  
21 % to 19% 
This trend is projected to continue, so by 2033, 
23% of the population will be aged 65 and over 
compared to 18% aged 16 or younger. 

 
Source: Office for National Statistics paper on Ageing 
 
 
I hope that you have enjoyed this newsletter and 
found it helpful. May the Lord continue to bless 
your ministry among the over 55’s as you proclaim 
Christ Jesus, who died and rose again for us. 
Norman Critchell 
Editor and Director.   
           


