
 

A WORD FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings from all of us in 
the Outlook office to all of 
you involved in, or  
concerned with, this vital 
and fruitful ministry of  
evangelism to and among 
the older generations. 
 

Looking back, I have been so encouraged since  
the last Newsletter. There have been many  
highlights including the setting up of a ‘Training 
Partnership’ with the Aylesbury Deanery Synod and 
exploring similar partnerships with other Deaneries. 
 
We had a brilliant Outlook Day Conference in 
Redhill and ‘Mission-Weekend’ in West Hoathly. 
 
In July I have been invited to lead four main  
Seminars at the 2nd week of the Keswick  
Convention under the title; ‘School of the Older 
Generations.’  I would value your prayers for the 
opportunity to share the Outlook Vision, and  
encourage and alert those attending to ministry to 
older people.   
 
A fairly new area of mission for Outlook is the  
‘Baby Boomer generation’.  That is the generation 
born between 1946 and 1964.  This generation has  
received the least attention from the wider Church.  
 
Roger Standing of Spurgeon’s College has written 
one of the few books on the subject called  
‘RE-EMERGING CHURCH’. Outlook, in partnership 
with others, is beginning to look at ways of mission 
among and to ‘boomers.’  
 
Last November a 3 day conference was held in  
Hertfordshire and I would like to share with you 
something from these days to give you some ideas 
of this ‘mission and ministry to older people.’   
 
With her permission, I have included an article  
written by Rev Kathryn Morgan, who was the  
National Mission Adviser for the Baptist Union until 
her retirement on 8 May.   

 

I hope as you read this newsletter you will find many 
things to interest and inspire you, and that you will 
be challenged and empowered as you serve the 
Lord where He has placed you. 
 
As ever,  
Norman  

‘BABY BOOMERS’  

The Baby Boomer Generation will swell the over 
65’s by a massive 45% between the years 2011 
and 2030 as an additional 4.5 million people enter 
retirement. The numbers alone should be enough 
to alert the Church to a new ‘mission field’, but  
any thoughts in churches that reaching out to Ba-
by Boomers will just be an extension of  
existing seniors work must be thrown out  
immediately.  
 
This is the ‘hinge’ group in terms of church  
attendance. Boomers are on the cusp between 
the age group when the majority of the population 
had connections with church, and the younger 
group where the majority have not.  
 
Add to this the fact that most Boomers are in  
denial about their age, rejoicing in the fact that ‘60 
is the new 40’ and we see that any connection 
churches want to make with Boomers will have to 
be significantly different from existing mission with 
Third and Fourth Agers. 
 
The retail trade, holiday companies and market-
ing consultants are all seeing Boomers as a key 
consumer group.  Witness the rise in numbers of 
cruises and the plethora of moisturising,  
anti-wrinkle creams for both women and men!   
 
But as yet, the Christian Community remains 
largely unaware of this development in Society.   
 
Now though, is the moment for us to grasp the  
opportunity of re-engaging 
Baby Boomers with  
Christianity.   
 
This is the time when 
Boomers are starting to 
grapple with the life-
changing experience of  
retirement.  For many, loss  
of identity comes with giving 
up a paid job as well as  
economic challenges and 
there is always a process of 
change to negotiate.   

A recent survey claimed Baby Boomers have  
transformed the “me” generation into the “we”  

generation, with deep concerns for the well-being  
of their children, their parents. and their communities 
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Rev Kathryn Morgan 

 Norman Critchell 
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‘JEWELS’ 
Art & Craft Centre  

An amazing  ‘outreach’ opportunity 
For many years I have had a desire to reach the 
older generation, particularly those who are lonely 
and vulnerable and seven years ago the Lord 
opened up a door for me in a much greater way 
than I could have ever dreamed or imagined.  It 
came following a period of deep brokenness in my 
life.  
 
Not long after, being left with a sum of money, I 
read a Christian book which spoke about money 
being a very useful tool in making God given 
dreams and ambitions a reality.  
 

My area of gifting is art and craft so I thought, 
“Hey, I could open an art and craft shop and reach 
older people in the community!” My next thought 
was “That is crazy, how can someone like me do 
something like that?!”  Nevertheless, I spoke to my 
Pastor and his wife and they encouraged me to 
pursue the vision, pledging their support.  

 
I had read lots of encouraging scriptures about 
stepping out in faith, so after a lot of prayer and 
seeking God’s will, I finally took a step of faith and 
opened Jewels Art and Craft Centre in a shopping 
precinct in Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire.  
 
It was the Lord that was going to make it happen! 
I just had to be obedient to do what He was calling 
me to and say ‘Yes!’  
 
The name Jewels came about as a play on my 
name, Julie, and from a scripture I had from the 
Lord at the time of my healing.  “I will build you with 
stones of turquoise, your foundations with  
sapphires. I will make your battlements of rubies, 
your gates of sparkling jewels and all your walls of 
precious stones.” Isaiah 54:11-12  
  
Over the last 7 years ‘Jewels’ has exceeded all my  
expectations.   Not only have we reached out to 
the elderly in the community, but people of all ag-
es.  

Brother Zakir Paul an Advocate and the  

Secretary of the Islamabad Presbytery, with whom  
Outlook is affiliated, was in Oxford recently.   
 
Zakir is also the only Christian Solicitor in his whole                   
region. He was attending a Course at one of the  
Universities as a specially invited Guest, and  
Norman our Director took the opportunity to meet up 
with him.  
 
Lots of our Members met 
Zakir last year when he 
attended our National  
Conference.  
 
 

Norman found it a great 
opportunity to find out 
about the up-to date  
situation in Pakistan and 
how their older people’s 
ministry is developing.  

As a group, Baby Boomers are healthier, wealthier,  
more educated and more travelled than any preceding 
retiring generation.  They are also more separated 
from the Church and have the potential to be dealing 
with more moral issues and regrets than previous  
generations.  
 
An increasing number are caught in the ‘generation 
sandwich’ caring both for a long-living parent and for  
young grandchildren to enable their parents to go to 
work to pay the mortgage. 
 
With thought and focus, it should be within the capacity of 
many churches to engage with Baby Boomers. 
  
Encouragingly, in 2011, the Office for National  
Statistics reported that 78% of the 50-64 year olds in 
Britain said they were Christians in response to the 
question, ‘What is your religion, even if you are not  
currently practising?’  
 
Interestingly, any focus on evangelism to Baby  
Boomers either by existing churches or by a new  
expression of church, is most likely to produce an  
inter-generational group of new people linked to a 
church, because of the close involvement many Baby 
Boomers have with their grandchildren. 

 
Baby Boomers are the last generation that will have a high 
level of affiliation with the Christian Churches earlier in life.  
 
With the passing of this generation we shall have lost 
the last strong link to our Christian heritage. It is vital 
that Churches take the Baby-Boomer mission field  
seriously and grasp this kairos moment.’  
 
The entire article can be accessed from: http://ww.baptist.org.uk/
resources-events/missionfiles/doc_download/1100-the-challenge of 
baby-boomer-generation.html 



 

As the concept began to be understood volunteers came 
forward and it became a ministry of the Church.  We not 
only sell art and craft materials but have a workshop area 
where I teach watercolour painting and calligraphy and 
other church members run groups such as needlecraft 
and an after school art club.  
 
We offer tea, coffee and a listening ear to anyone who 
wants to come in for a chat and it has been, and  
continues to be, a wonderful opportunity to reach lost  
and lonely people with the love of Christ.  Opportunities 
to pray for people are endless.  The Lord has continued 
to direct the work of Jewels and other opportunities have 
presented themselves in ministering to the elderly and  
I praise God. Staff from the local Day Centre asked if we 
could go in and do some craft activities with the clients. 
More recently, the Activities Coordinator at the local  
residential care home asked us to do a once a month, 
short Sunday afternoon service for the residents, all of 
whom have some degree of dementia. Afterwards we 
have a chat and offer prayer.  This has been going  for 
the past nine months and we have had some very special 
times with the elderly folk there.  
 
Contacts have been made with two other Seniors clubs 
and the Church has started to host regular events for 
them like a Christmas lunch and an afternoon tea with a 
Christian talk from someone from the church.  
 
If we let Him, the Lord really can turn difficult situations 
around.  I never imagined this venture would bring such 
fulfilment in my life and I thank God that it is enabling me 
to fulfil the ministry He planned for me all along!  
 
Julie Kent is an Outloook Member. 
 

Outlook National Conference  
 

 
25-28           
June  
2013 

 

 
 

King’s Park Conference Centre,  
Northampton 

 

Our National Conference 2013  
is already in the planning stages.  

 
 

 

This conference is a  
brilliant opportunity to  

network with others  
involved in ministry to the 

 over 55’s.  Come and find 
out what God is doing  

around the country.  
 
 
 

 
 

 Enjoy Inspiring teaching and workshops 
 Amazing Fellowship 
 Excellent accommodation 
 Worship led by Marilyn Baker                           

& Tracy Williams 
 

Be inspired, encouraged and challenged! 
 

Tel:01494 485222 Email: admin@outlook-trust.org.uk 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
The Wycliffe Centre 
Horsleys Green 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 
HP14 3XL 
 
Telephone & Fax: 
01494 485222 
 
Email:  
admin@outlook-trust.org.uk 
 
Website:  
www.outlook-trust.org.uk 

H O W     T O     J O I N    U S 

Group Affiliation 
 
Provides: 
 
Copies of the bi-annual  
Outlook Newsletter 
Access to available  
resources 
Links to other individuals  
and groups working with old-
er people.  
Assistance with projects  
to develop your ministry  
to older people. 
Access to customised  
seminars and training  
workshops. 
Share ideas, develop  
mission and outreach in  
the community. 

 
Cost: £50 per annum 
  

Individual  
Membership 
 
For those who recognize the 
spiritual needs of older  
people and share our vision 
to help them understand the 
Christian Faith. 
 
We offer encouragement, 
support and training. 
 
To receive regular mailings 
complete the slip overleaf. 
 
 

Funding 

 
We suggest members pledge a 
minimum monthly gift of £5 or 
more, to cover mailing and the 
development of our ministry.  

Advantages of  
Membership  
 
Fellowship with others who 
share the same calling.  
 
Prayer backing and  
encouragement for your own 
projects in evangelism. 
 
Access to OUTLOOK’S  
resource material. 
 
Opportunity to join OUTLOOK 
teaching and witness teams. 
 
Preference for places at  
OUTLOOK conferences,  
training events and other  
activities. 

http://outlook-trust.org.uk/en/public/upload/16/org/DSCN3231.JPG
http://outlook-trust.org.uk/en/public/upload/16/org/DSCN3270.JPG


 

A NEW TRUSTEE 
The Trustees and Director are 
pleased to announce that  
Elizabeth (Liz) Stacey has 
agreed to become a Trustee.   
 

Liz  has been involved in  
Christian ministry for many years, working in London 
with Scripture Union before taking on the role of Church  
Administrator at Winchester Baptist Church in 1995,and 
later pioneering a work with Seniors with no church 
background or personal faith,  becoming the Pastoral 
Coordinator for Mission to Seniors until her retirement in 
Aug 2010.   
 

Over the last 7 years the work has developed and the 
church has seen God’s blessing as they reached out to 
these dear older people with the Good News of God’s 
love. 
 

She still feels passionately about using every opportunity 
to share the gospel with Seniors and wants to use all 
that she has learnt to encourage others to get involved in 
this wonderful mission opportunity.  “The fields are white 
unto harvest,” she says, “so pray to the Lord of the  

often emphasise "the youth" and fail to realise that 
many congregations are mostly "oldies".   
 
As one of them, I’m delighted to attend "55+" at St. 
Mary's, Thame and look forward to it eagerly.  
 
It is so encouraging to see all the tables filled with as 
many as 70 "oldies"- and many of us more like 70+ 
than 55+!  
 
We come, rain or shine, to enjoy the warmth of 
friendship and an interesting talk, followed by a  
challenging ‘Thought for the Day’ - to say nothing of 
an excellent meal together.  

harvest to send workers.   
 

Liz says, “Outlook has been a great inspiration to me 
over the years, encouraging and stimulating many 
new ideas and giving advice and training on how 
best  to communicate the gospel message to older 
people in a relevant way.  I have met and talked with 
some wonderful people at the conferences and I am 
so pleased to be invited to become a Trustee and 
have the chance to give something back. 
 

I created and used my own materials to provide 
something simple, relevant, stimulating and fun as 
there were not many resources available for this old-
er age group.  I have been asked if I could make 
some of my resources available for others to use.’  
The Pilgrim’s Progress Interactive 
Study Guide is one of these re-
sources which the Lord seems to 
be using in an amazing way.  You 
can find out about this and other  
resources on the Outlook Website 
or by contacting Liz direct.  
 

Tel: 01962 808783 
Email: liz@winbap.org.uk   

OUTLOOK  in THAME 
 

‘The back of the church is  
transformed into a restaurant’ 

 

Every week members of  
Outlook Trust are involved in  

activities with the aim of sharing the message of Christ’s 
love and forgiveness with others.  
 
The group in Thame meet once a month and Canon Keith 
Weston and his wife Margaret have been involved from 
the start! 
 

Keith says “I've been known to comment that Churches 

WAYS  OF  GIVING  TO  OUTLOOK 
 

1. Gift Aid: For tax payers.  Please ask                              2. Bankers Order: For regular giving.                          3. Legacy: By remembering Outlook 
    For a Gift Aid Declaration Form.                                         Please ask for a Banker’s Order Form.                    in your Will.  Please ask for details. 
 
4. Direct Gift: Cheques should be                                       5. Internet Payment at:                                                  6. Charitable Accounts: such as  
    Made payable to Outlook and sent                                     www.givenow.org and search for                                 Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) 
    to the address below.                                                          Outlook Trust.                                                                 or  Stewardship Services. 

 

OUTLOOK, THE WYCLIFFE CENTRE, HORSLEYS GREEN, HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS HP14 3XL 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
        I/we are pleased to apply for (tick as appropriate) 
      Individual Membership 
       Group Affiliation 
           Please send me: 
      Further copies of this Newsletter to share with 
          Others (Please state how many) 
      Some flyers to introduce OUTLOOK to others 
          (Please state how many) 
 
         I enclose a gift for the ministry of OUTLOOK   

     

Organisation or church (for Group Affiliation only): 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Name (and title):  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Address: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Telephone Number: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Email:                                                                Date of sending this: 
…………………………………………………      ……………………………………………... 

£ Please sign if you wish tax to be claimed on this gift.  Signed:  


