
Dear friends 
I am writing to update you on the progress of Rooted in Jesus.  
 

This year we have sent out 6 teams, to the Covenant Church 
International in Kenya, to the Dioceses of S Rwenzori and 

Muhuraba in Uganda, to the Dioceses of Masasi and Newala in Tanzania, 
to the Diocese of Nord Kivu in DR Congo, and to the Diocese of St Mark in 
South Africa. In addition we have licensed Rooted in Jesus to Dignity 
International for use in rural church planting in northern Zambia. 
Reports from all these visits can be found on www.rootedinjesus.net or by 
clicking on the green links below: 
 

 Nord Kivu, DR Congo 

 Masasi and Newala, Tanzania 

 Muhuraba, Uganda  – from John Lee and Geoff Read 

 S Rwenzori, Uganda 

 Covenant Church International in Kenyan Masailand 

 Dignity International in rural Zambia 

 St Mark’s, South Africa 
 

You can also watch part of a live demonstration lesson (‘What must I do?’) 
by Michael Samuel given at the Masasi conference here. 
 

Many of those leading groups are living in highly challenging situations. 
And yet many are seeing God at work as they faithfully pray and minister 
to those they serve. Merus ole Sagana is leading a group in Narok prison, 
and has been asked to take Rooted in Jesus into other Rift Valley prisons. 
We have received an invitation from the head of the National Prison 
Warders’ training college in Kenya to run a Rooted in Jesus conference for 
the students there. A hundred groups are starting in the dioceses of 
Masasi and Newala, and all the leaders have now been given new Good 
News Bibles. Nicky Plumbley is working on a Junior edition of Rooted in 
Jesus for use with children in Sunday Schools, and we plan to run a pilot 
conference for children’s workers in Entebbe, Uganda, hosted by Bishop 
Jeremy Gichuru, next year. We have been invited to take Rooted in Jesus 
to the Diocese of Angola – a remarkable diocese founded 10 years ago by 
a lay Anglican from Liverpool, and now led by a bishop who says they have 
no strategy for growth, they are just trying to keep up with what God is 
doing. This team will be led by Bishop John Hayden, pioneering bishop of 
Rooted in Jesus in Tanzania, working with Bishop Mark and Revd Helen 
Van Koevering from Niassa, Mozambique and a team from the UK. Other 
firm invitations for next year include a first time visit to the Diocese of 
Lusaka, and a return visit to the Diocese of Eastern Zambia to train youth 
leaders.  
 

News from our friends in Africa is, as ever, a mixture of joy and pain. 
Isaiah Chambala, group coordinator in the Arusha deanery of the Diocese 
of Mount Kilimanjaro, and a member of teams to Malawi and 
Mozambique, has been elected Bishop of Kiteto, Tanzania; we pray for 
him as he takes over a brand new diocese. Other news is less good – Oscar 
Hamsine, group coordinator in Niassa, Mozambique, died unexpectedly of 
an asthma attack, and Michael Samuel, coordinator in Kiteto, Tanzania, 
has lost a daughter. Life in Africa remains fragile. 
 

We have however received much encouraging feedback. For more stories 
do visit www.rootedinjesus.net – but here are a few of the comments 
we’ve had recently, mostly by email: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.rootedinjesus.net 
www.resource-arm.net 

http://www.rootedinjesus.net/
http://www.alisonmorgan.co.uk/Nord-Kivu%202009.pdf
http://www.alisonmorgan.co.uk/RinJ%20Masasi%202009%20report
http://www.alisonmorgan.co.uk/Muhabura%2009%20report%20JL.pdf
http://www.alisonmorgan.co.uk/Muhabura%2009%20GR%20report
http://www.alisonmorgan.co.uk/S%20Rwenzori%20report%2009.pdf
http://www.alisonmorgan.co.uk/Rooted%20in%20Jesus%20with%20the%20Masai%20report%203.09.pdf
http://www.alisonmorgan.co.uk/Dignity%20report%20June%2009.pdf
http://www.alisonmorgan.co.uk/RinJ%20S%20Africa%20Sept%2009.pdf
http://www.alisonmorgan.co.uk/RinJ%20demo%20lesson%20Michael%20Samuel.AVI
http://www.rootedinjesus.net/
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  ‘I again thank God for you because your coming to us has been a 
blessing to our church in a way that Christians' spiritual lifestyles have 
been revived through that method of “Get rooted in Christ”. Since your 
visit, some Christians have strengthened their relationships with their 
God through group discussions like Rwensande, Kyabarungira and 
Kirabaho churches. It’s a new method of preaching and teaching 
through which many people are fished, and commit their lives to Christ’ 
- Ven Japheth Rvmbathonda, S Rwenzori, Uganda 
 

 ‘We are really excited about introducing Rooted in Jesus as our major 
discipleship programme. We can also see all sorts of possibilities for 
using it in Confirmation and Lay Minister training, and even in the 
training of community clergy who struggle to study at an academic level. 
On a broader level, I chair ‘Growing the Church’  in the Anglican Church 
of Southern Africa and can see the potential for Rooted in Jesus to be 
adopted by many other Dioceses as one of our important strategies. So I 
see what you have done in Niassa and what you will be doing with us 
also as ‘pilot projects’ for something that could spread throughout 
Southern Africa.' Bp Martin Breytenbach, St Mark’s, S Africa. 
 

 'I am doing well back here in Kenya despite the prolonged drought. I just 
wanted to complement you on the good work since I have seen a great 
change in my personal life and of other Christians around me since I 
joined the "Rooted in Jesus" course'. Pastor Nahashon Ntusero, Kajiado 
 

 “I want to share with you a testimony of what happened that day; you 
remember praying shortly with me over the phone? Ten minutes after 
that prayer there was calm and immediately we got a letter of transfer 
of the officer in-charge who was actually the cause of the problems in 
this station. The testimony is we have an open door not only in Narok 
prison but also in all the prisons in Rift Valley. Before we introduced this 
programme, we were not able to sincerely fellowship but today we 
study, pray and fellowship.” Merus ole Sagana, Chaplain, Narok Prison  
 

 'Our church is going to change because our groups are going to grow 
roots in Jesus and others will tell others. I see our church becoming 
disciples'. A participant at the conference in Iryaruvumba, Uganda 
 

 Michael Samuel, group coordinator in Kiteto, Tanzania, told us this story 
in Masasi: Dorisia Chende is an illiterate woman of advanced years. 
When her leader prayed for the group to receive the Holy Spirit, Dorisia 
received the gift of tongues. The next Sunday she stood up in church 
and said ‘There is a woman here with a problem in her abdomen. I want 
to pray for her’. A woman stood – she’d been suffering from continuous 
bleeding: 14, 21 days each month. They prayed and she was instantly 
healed. Dorisia continues to receive words of knowledge and to pray for 
people in her village.  

 

Here in the UK we are delighted to have been able to appoint a part-time 
Rooted in Jesus administrator, Richard Thomas. We have published a new 
manual for team members, and we are also working after many requests 
on a UK edition of Rooted in Jesus – which will focus on what we are 
becoming in our faith journey, rather than on what we know, and be 
directed into the needs and challenges of our own cultural circumstances. 
All this will be developed and administered through ReSource, which 
publishes and oversees Rooted in Jesus. We are grateful to all those who 
support this ministry by coming on teams, by financial giving and by 
commitment to prayer.  
 

If you would like more information about how you can pray, support financially 
or get involved with Rooted in Jesus please contact Richard Thomas or visit 
www.rootedinjesus.net.  
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