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24 October 2011 

For immediate release
Free Christmas card campaign provides unique way to share the story of the Bible
Biblefresh partner SGM Lifewords has launched an initiative to share the story of the Bible this Christmas – with some unique Christmas cards, available from www.sgmlifewords.com. The cards feature part of the Christmas narrative, themed with one word from a series of twelve chosen to tell the whole story of the Bible – from Light to Home. The cards are available free from SGM Lifewords, but in turn they are challenging people to use them to start a conversation about the Bible and the story it tells. 

SGM Lifewords’ Danielle Welch explains, ’Very simply, this is an opportunity to share something of the Christmas message, and hopefully spark people’s imaginations about the story the Bible tells. The cards are available free as a gift from SGM Lifewords, for you to give away. If your friends are intrigued to know what the rest of the words are, and how you can sum up the whole of the Bible in just 12 words, they can claim a free TWELVE calendar for 2012 (available from November) from www.12words.org.’   
SGM Lifewords specialise in Bible resources designed for sharing in outreach and evangelism. The cards are just one part of the TWELVE project – created for the Biblefresh year, and now being rolled on into 2012. The project challenges people to enter the whole story the Bible tells, and sum it up in just 12 words. To get people started, SGM Lifewords offer their 12 words – before inviting participants to get creative, explore for themselves the big themes and sweeping narrative of the Bible text, and come up with 12 words of their own.
Events have included a live art project, 12 Words workshops, and a 12 Words trail at Bristol Cathedral. Churches have taken up the idea and made it their own through sermon series, retreats, art, creative writing, and Lent events, with many also drawing on small group resource You Are Here that explores the 12 Words (and the story they tell) in a creative 8-week course. ’The Bible is an unruly book’ says SGM Lifewords’ Steve Bassett, ’It’s a book for the heart as well as the mind. Creativity is a way into and around the story. A song, a poem, or a painting can lead to breakthroughs of vision when things begin to make sense in a new way – and TWELVE is all about those moments.’                                                                >>>ENDS
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Notes for editors
· SGM Lifewords has been freely sharing the Bible’s life words since 1888. Our passion is to share the life-giving words of the Scriptures – to see hearts changed and lives transformed through God’s Word. We produce a range of literature and online resources, develop mission programmes for marginalized communities, and pioneer new ways for people to explore the Bible in their own language and culture. Every year we provide 2 million Bible resources in print and online, and hit ’send’ on 10 million daily Bible emails through our Life Changing Words programme. Our children-at-risk programme Pavement Project is making a difference in the lives of 2,000 children every year. In our 123 year history we have provided more than a billion pieces of Bible literature in over 1,000 languages – all freely available for others to share. Find out more about all our work at www.sgmlifewords.com.  
· Biblefresh is a movement of churches, agencies, colleges, festivals and denominations seeking to encourage and inspire churches across the UK to a greater confidence and appetite for the Word of God. www.biblefresh.com
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One of two Christmas Card designs – this features the first word in the 12 words series, Light.
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One of the 12 words, forming part of a visitor trail at Bristol Cathedral’s Festival of the Word.
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Artist Abi Spendlove drawing the story of the Bible through 12 words at the Christian Resources Exhibition earlier this year.

Additional or alternative images available on request.
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