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Fundraising Support 
 
Evangelist Support Scheme 
Many people have written or emailed me to say 
how much they appreciate receiving this 
information bulletin. It occurred to me that 
agencies, churches and even individuals might 
like to support me prayerfully and financially 
(through my personal code 1976MCO), and 
therefore I am taking this opportunity to tell you 
about the ESS scheme in the promotional 
leaflet attached with a sponsor form for those 
interested in reaching older people and meeting 
their practical and spiritual needs. 
 
 

Books, DVDs and Papers  
 
Praying the Lectionary 
This is a new book published by the Leveson 
Centre, and is a very useful resource for 
praying and reflecting for every week's reading 
at the Eucharist. The book is based on the 
experience of one parish, and provides such 
material for each Sunday and other holy days in 
the 3 year cycle. For each reading a brief 
comment is given, and then bullet points 
directing people to prayer. The hope is that their 
scale and character may be of service to other 
parishes that seem in need of such a resource, 
and to individuals for prayer and reflection.  
 

"In the Christian life we all need all the help 
we can get, especially in reading the bible. It 
is particularly crucial that the Sunday bible 
readings are illuminated. Praying the 
Lectionary does this and will be of great value 
both to individuals and groups. The 
combination of biblical scholarship and 
pastoral wisdom offered here by James 
Woodward and Lesley Houlden makes it a 
stimulating and practical guide. I commend it 
most warmly." Rt Revd Richard Harris, Lord 
Harris Tentregarth former Bishop of Oxford.  
Praying the Lectionary is available from the 
Leveson Centre. 
Tel:  01564 77 8022 
e-mail:  Leveson.centre@virgin.net  
website: www.levesoncentre.org.uk  
 
 
Training DVD 
Age Concern reports that Alzheimer Scotland 
and the Scottish Dementia Working Group 
have produced a training DVD Listening to 
the Experts for staff and volunteers working 
with people who have dementia. The DVD 
captures a discussion by a group of people 
with dementia about early signs, diagnosis 
and helpful forms of support.   

Listening to the Experts, Alzheimer Scotland 
training film. DVD price £15 (+£2.50 p&p) to 
professionals and organisations; free for 
people with dementia and carers.  
 
Available from Alzheimer Scotland,  
Tel:  0131 243 1453 
e-mail:  Alzheimer@alzscot.org  
 

An Inter-generational Approach 
Age Concern's active age unit has produced a 
booklet on bringing  generations together in a 
meaningful and mutually beneficial way. It 
discusses how one generation can support 
another, and describes how they can learn 
and work together on a community issue. 
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Together we can make it happen; an 
intergenerational approach by Tracey Berridge. 
20pp. Available free on receipt of a (9in by 6 in) 
SAE from: 
Tracey Berridge  
ActiveAge unit 
Age Concern England 

Tel:  0208 765 7466 
e-mail:  tracey.berridge@ace.org.uk   
website: www.ageconcern.org.uk  
 

Grandparenting 
A personal, practical, real-life guide to being a 
grandparent has just been published. It includes 
advice on relating to grandchildren and other 
family members, and practical information on 
doing things with grandchildren, and on staying 
fit for grandparenting. The book includes 
examples from the author's own experience, 
which includes being the grandmother of 8 
children, and answers the real problems drawn 
from 'Miriam's mailbag'. 
 
The Grandparents book: making the most of a 
very special relationship by Miriam Stoppard. 
191pp. Price £9.99 (+ £2.50 p&p) 
Available from Dorling Kindersley Ltd. 
Tel:  0870 070 7717 
ISBN:  1405316799 
Website: www.dorlingkindersley-uk.co.uk  
 
 
Recently introduced Age Discrimination 
Laws 
The new law came into being in October 2006. 
Employers now have to follow a new retirement 
procedure, and employees have the right to 
request staying on past their employer's 
retirement date. Age Concern England wanted 
to see the government abolish the mandatory 
retirement age, which currently allows 
employers to sack workers at 65, and reduces 
their employment rights if they stay on after this 
age. The charity says employees should be 

allowed to work for longer if they wish to or 
need to, with the same rights as their younger 
colleagues.  
 
For more information on age discrimination go 
to www.ageconcern.org.uk.  
(Source: age concern reportage) 
 
 

News Reports 
 
The Practise of Spiritual Care - What can 
Age Concern do? 
 
Spirituality and aging 
Age Concern now publish a periodical 
newsletter entitled 'exploring the practise of 
spirituality and aging'. This winter issue 
explores the practise of spiritual care 
(newsletter No.5 winter 2006/2007).  
 
Spirituality and aging explores how Age 
Concern can turn some of the theory of 
spiritual care into practise. They are also 
offering training days for staff and volunteers 
working in the residential sector, and its free!  
 

!!!FREE!!! 
Understanding spiritual care: a training day 
for staff and volunteers 
Designed to your requirements, arranged in 
your own location 
Contact: GerryBurke@ace.org.uk  
Tel:   0114 268 3668 
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Conferences/Seminars & 
Forthcoming Events 
 
PSALM  
Taking aging and faith seriously 
Why not invite PSALM to design and run a 
course for your church, circuit or deanery? Or 
for material/pastoral training events?  
 
PSALM has expertise in designing seminars 
and short courses that can equip congregations 
and church leaders to respond creatively and 
sensitively to the aging of our population. 
 
PSALM is a registered charity based at St 
Pancras Church on Euston Road. They work 
across London with Christian groups of all 
denominations, and they have expertise on 
many issues. 
Interested?  Call the PSALM coordinator to 
arrange an initial meeting to discuss the themes 
and type of event you (and your team) wish 
PSALM to provide, and to draw up a budget for 
the event. The PSALM coordinator will work 
with you to prepare applications for funders to 
meet substantial parts of the cost.  
 
Contact: 
Ann Morisy or Claire Pinney, PSALM 
coordinators. 
Tel/fax: 020 7388 5658 
e-mail: PSALM@stpancraschurch.org    
Website: www.psalm.org.uk  
 
Postal address: 
PSALM 
The Gallery 
St Pancras Church 
Euston Road 
London 
NW1 2BA 
 
PSALM also have a resource centre with a wide 
range of a materials based at this address. 
 

 

Day Conference: 
 
Giving and receiving the 'to and fro' of 
third age ministry 
 
Using the expertise and commitment of older 
people is vital, but older people also have 
needs and times of vulnerability. How to 
retain confidence and resist anxiety, and 
knowing when to 'do it a bit less'. 
 
Date:  Tuesday 1st May 2007 
10:15 am  coffee 
10:45 am  start 
3:45 pm  finish 
 
Venue: Southwark Cathedral seminar 

room, London Bridge, London 
SE1 9DA. 

Cost: £10 (PSALM members £8)  
 
Please make cheques payable to St Pancras 
PSALM. 
For more information: 
Tel:  020 7388 5658 
e-mail:  PSALM@stpancraschurch.org  
website: www.PSALM.org.uk  
 

 
 
The Outlook Trust 
Outlook is running a national conference this 
year on reaching older people with the good 
news of Jesus Christ.  
 
The venue is the Highleigh conference centre, 
date Tuesday 17th – Friday 20th July.  
 
The speakers are:  
Canon Ian Knox from the 40:3 Trust, and a 
council of reference member. 
Gaynor Hammond, regional tutor at Northern 
Baptist College. 
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Revd Alan Gibson, former General Secretary of 
the British Evangelical Council (now affinity) 
and a pastor for 24 years. 
 
For booking forms please contact: 
Outlook Trust 
Wycliffe Centre 
Horsleys Green 
High Wycombe 
Bucks, HP14 3XL 
 
 
Hungry to be Heard 
Age Concern is calling on all NHS trusts to take 
'7 steps' to end this national scandal. The steps 
they are suggesting are: 

1. Hospital staff must listen to older 
people, and their relatives and carers. 

2. All ward staff must become 'food aware'. 
3. Hospital staff must follow their own 

professional codes, and guidance from 
other bodies. 

4. Older people must be assessed for the 
signs or danger of malnourishment on 
admission, and at regular intervals 
during their stay. 

5. Introduce 'protected' meal times. 
6. implement a 'red tray' system and insure 

that it works in practise. 
7. Use volunteers where appropriate 

 
(Source: AgeConcernReportage) 
 
Grandparents Today: Expectations and 
Realities, a one day conference 
This conference is to be held by the Oxford 
Diocesan Board for Social Responsibility at 
Church House, Hinksey.  
 
For details of the day and costs please contact: 
Victoria Slater, BSR 
Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey 
Oxford 
OX2 )NB 
 

Tel: 01865 208 214 
e-mail: Victoria.slater@oxford.anglican.org  
 
 

Your Letters 
 
Hi Bonnie,  
Since you gave [Michael Collyer] my name he 
has been including me in his bulletins of some 
really useful info on older folk.  
In view of the nature of his job, could your 
department disseminate his material to the 
parishes in the same way as the education 
centre does for young people's work? Maybe 
someone could pick out bits that would still be 
'in time' and make up a regular leaflet for the 
clergy mailing?  
 
Hazel. 
 
 
Dear Mike, 
Thank you for your very helpful news bulletins 
packed with all sorts of useful information. 
Please would you continue to send them to 
me. 
 
Jean Cade. 
 
 
Dear Michael, 
As someone who ministers to folk in 
residential care/nursing homes, I just wanted 
to thank you for your mailings to me. I find 
them extremely helpful. Resources for older 
people, especially those suffering from 
Dementia seem non-existent, so I was 
especially pleased to receive your latest e-
mail.   
Well done on providing this useful resource. 
May God bless you and all that you do in his 
name. 
 
Jenny Wiltshire. 
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Mike, 
Congratulations on another well stocked 
bulletin, as ever. Glad to see the letters page 
and how people are being helped, and also the 
Discovering Faith past papers. 
It feels like this resource is going from strength 
to strength.  
 
George Lings. 
 
 
HI Mike, 
Thank you for your bulletin, it is always useful 
here as we work with a number of older 
homeless women.  
Val Bedwell's paper looks good. I have sent a 
copy to Mark Dadds and Theresa Pountney as 
they both work with older persons with mental 
health issues.  
 
Many thanks, 
Edwin Bates, 
Marlyebone Project 
 
Dear Mike, 
Thanks so much for regular information. Much 
appreciated!  
Every blessing for 2007, 
 
Buddy, 
Director of Parche 
 
Dear Mike, 
Just thought I'd say thanks for the update on 
conferences, and also for your regular 
newsletter. 
I know when one sends these out it sometimes 
feels as though they fall into a black hole! So I 
thought I would say thanks!  
 
Mary Moffet 
Faith in Older People 
 
 
 

 

Other resource material 
available from Church Army 
 
Discovering Faith in Later Life Series:  

• No. 1 Taking the church into residential 
care homes in Eastbourne. 

• No. 2 St. Stephen’s Seniors: Christ to the 
Elderly and Lonely in East Twickenham 

• No. 3 PSALM Project for Seniors And 
Lifelong Ministry 

• No. 4 The Outlook Trust: Christian Hope 
and Encouragement for Older People.  

• No. 5 ‘Holiday at Home’ Running events 
for older people during the summer 
holidays. 

• No. 6 Church for the SAGA Generation: 
Cultural Shifts in younger old. 

 
This Discovering faith in later life series are 
available on Church Army website under the 
resources link: www.churcharmy.org.uk.  
And The Sheffield Centre’s website: 
www.encountersontheedge.org.uk. 
 

Michael Collyer CA 
Researcher: Older People. 

Exploring evangelism, spiritual needs and 
fresh expressions of church among older 

people. Member of the Sheffield Centre 
Church Army’s Research Unit 

Tel: 0114 272 7451  
Email: m.collyer@churcharmy.org.uk  


