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With one-sixth of the English population
living in rural areas, and with this projected
to increase by four million people over the
next twenty years, the importance of rural
churches and evangelism is growing.
However, anyone feeling called to evangelise
in the countryside needs to think their way
into a different style of operating, one which
takes into account the rhythm of traditional
rural communities and the nature of their
Christian congregations. For example,
compared with their urban neighbours, rural
people are in closer contact with the soil and
the seasons. They are more likely to farm and
to garden than urban dwellers. There is a
much greater mutual support in rural areas –
or to use the jargon, ‘a higher level of social
capital’. Rural traditions still survive in many
areas, giving a stronger sense of history and
continuity than in most urban communities.
There is also a greater sense of ‘place’ in the
countryside. Some families have farmed the
same land for generations. Their forebears are
buried in the churchyard and they expect to
be buried there themselves.

There are also important differences between
urban and rural congregations. Rural people
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are more likely to have been baptised and
married in church. Research shows that more
prefer traditional forms of worship and feel
they belong to the church even if most are
not regular worshippers. In some villages the
majority of the population will come to
church at some point during the year, even if
only for a funeral. But rural congregations are
less anonymous and it is more difficult for the
newcomer to drop in without being noticed.
Unlike urban churches…

Congregations, on average, are smaller than
urban ones which means there has to be a
willingness to compromise about worship
styles, ministry and mission, since there may
be no other church for several miles.
Consequently, there are few anglo-catholic or
evangelical churches in the countryside: most
parishes are ‘middle-of-the road’ in their
churchmanship.

Sharing Faith in
the Countryside
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… the challenge is not to
build bridges but how to
capitalise on existing
relationships.



Penny Horseman…
… has been a Church Army Evangelist for
13 years. Prior to this she taught and also
worked as an artist craftsman. Her husband,
Colin, is ordained and most of their early
ministry was spent in mining areas and inner
cities in the North. After leaving Church
Army College she worked in Heeley,
Sheffield where her husband was an
incumbent and she was the Parish
Evangelist. In 1995 they moved to
Oxfordshire where she became the Witney
Deanery Evangelist. Since 1998 she has
worked as an Evangelism Adviser in the
Diocese of Chelmsford and at present covers
the north of the Diocese (Colchester).

In 2003 Penny pioneered the training of Lay
Evangelists for the Diocese and leads the
training programme. She leads training and
resourcing events for Parishes and Deaneries
and acts as a Church Consultant. One of her
main tools for working with parishes is
Growing Healthy Churches. In 2003 she
completed a M.A. in Consultancy, Mission
and Ministry with Growing Healthy
Churches as her research subject.

Since 2001 she has taken teams each
summer to undertake outreach to
holidaymakers. This has involved working
with families to share the Christian message
in imaginative ways through music, puppets
stories games and craft.

In 2002 she was part of a group which
piloted the ‘Essence’ course for spiritual
seekers. Work with the course and training
others has led to working with a local group
who provide a Christian presence at a Body
Mind and Soul Exhibition.

Penny has an interest in the visual arts and
using pictures and craft to reach people with
the Good News. She has strong links with
the Church in Kenya and has visited several
times.

She is a missioner with ReSource and a
member of the Fellowship of Parish
Evangelism. She is a Lay Canon of
Chelmsford Cathedral.

Bryan Mason
After 30 years of teaching
(graduate of Loughborough
and Leeds University)
Bryan took early retirement
in 1995 and joined
Christians in Sport as their
National Coordinator for
Church Sports Ministry.
During this time he

established the Celebration of Life programme
at Spring Harvest, serving on their Event
Leadership team and being a keynote speaker
at their French holiday site of Le Pas Opton.
Also, during this time he combined with
Spring Harvest Press and wrote the book Into
the Stadium, an active guide to sport and
recreation ministry in the local church.

In 2004 Bryan joined the American
organisation CSRM (Church Sports and
Recreation Ministers) as their International
Director and has worked with a worldwide
research group in Cairo to produce a sports
ministry manual that can be accessed by a
local church. He served as a global partner
with Church Sports International based in
California and is a serving member on the
Church Council of the International Sports
Council (ISC).

At present Bryan is pioneering the initiative
Higher Sports, an 8 week course for churches
to use in their communities as a means of
developing relationships with unchurched
families. Higher Sports provides churches with
a coaching and teaching manual and all the
necessary equipment. The Christian teaching
material comes in the form of a ‘team talk’
after the coaching sessions and looks at the
lives of Daniel, David and Joseph among
others. Higher Rugby is presently being
coached in a handful of churches around the
country and will soon be followed by Higher
Football. 2009 should see Higher Cricket
launched, and followed by Higher Games in
2010 in readiness for the London Olympics of
2012.

Ian Silk
I was born on St Mark’s Day in 1960 in
Cheltenham to believing parents who chose
godparents for my baptism who have always
prayed for me. I attended a village United
Reformed Church as a youngster and my
secondary school in Bristol had some
Christian ethos. It wasn’t until I was a student
at Pembroke College, Cambridge that my eyes
were opened to the ministry of evangelism
through the College Christian Union and
preaching in local churches. I gave my life to
Christ and quickly became interested in the
way He changes lives. I went on missions with
the Cambridge Pastorate and the Ichthyan
Singers and became Membership Secretary of
the student Ecumenical Fellowship Groups,
during which time Billy Graham and David
Watson conducted significant missions in

Jean Kerr
It’s funny how it all comes together isn’t it?

I was born in Harrow-on-the-Hill, but quickly
moved to the Wirral for my father’s
employment. Church life for me as a child
was that rich and sometimes confusing
combination of Roman Catholic convent and
Methodist Sunday School. I had assumed that
I would go straight from school to university
but found myself at 17 in banking, where I
quickly found that I was more interested in
people than their money!

Eventually I trained as a teacher in Durham,
where I met my husband Paul who was
training for ordination. Most of our lives had
been spent ‘up north’ until responding to an
advert in an out-of-date Church Times which
saw us taking up ministry in the Diocese of
Rochester.

Previously I had worked some tough but
‘golden’ parishes in the North West, been a
secondary school chaplain and spent seven
years as a Hospice chaplain. I was utterly
convinced that pastoral ministry was for me
until I met ‘Mary’ in the hospice. Her story of
trying and failing to get into church when she
had a diagnosis of cancer and her great
sadness that in her last days it was all too late
broke open something in my soul. I sensed, as
never before, the thousands of ‘Marys’ who
wanted to be in church but who just did not
know where to start and had no-one to show
them. From that day, some 18 years ago now,
I have had such a desire for people to know
Jesus, to be saved and added to the church,
that it feels like all that life had previously
held for me was for this new direction. Once
‘down south’ I spent eight years working in
the Department of Ministry and Training as
Warden of Evangelists and then also as Lay
Training Advisor. Currently I am, much to
my astonishment, Bishop’s Officer for Mission
and Unity alongside being Canon Missioner
(one day a week!) at Rochester Cathedral.

I have a passion for rock and roll; real ale;
creative story telling and seeing people reach
their full potential in Christ.

Welcoming new members
of the College
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enjoyed the challenge that this offers.

Trained in the catholic tradition he values
greatly all that evangelicalism brings to the
church and has been a regular attendee at
evangelical fellowships in most of the dioceses
in which he has ministered. He would
describe himself as an evangelical catholic or
a catholic evangelical, in no particular order.
His ideal of a church is one in which there is
catholic reverence for the sacraments in
worship, biblical preaching and an openness
to the Spirit – one in which the insights of
the various traditions are seen as a source of
richness and not of division. At the same
time, he is open to any means which are
orthodox and moral of spreading the gospel to
a society which has lost touch with it.

As a bishop he sets time aside in his diary to
lead parish missions. In his writings he is
committed to help people see the connections
between modern culture and the Christian
faith; his latest book, Living Love. In
Conversation with the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency (Methodist Publishing House, 2007)
attempts to do just that.

Tim Sumpter…
… grew up in Kettering, Northants. On
escaping from school he became a soldier in
the British Army. Following a near death
experience in the Mediterranean Sea off
Cyprus he began to search for a meaning to
life. After time in the Spiritualist church he
became a disciple of Jesus Christ in October
1983.

Tim spent 3 years on the staff team of Christ
the King Church in Kettering before training
for ordination at St John’s College
Nottingham. He is currently Vicar of
Ockbrook and Borrowash near Derby.

Tim is married to Zoe and they have 3 boys,
Nathan (16), Luke (14) and Joel (10).

Evangelism experience and areas of
specialism
• Guest services around the country in many

different denominational churches.

• Speaker at men’s events (including a trip to
battlefield sites in France); youth events &
children’s events.

• Pub events: ‘pints of U’; ‘Beer, Balti and
Bible’ etc…

• Leading motivational events.

• Evangelism in chaplaincy churches:
Portugal and Rio de Janeiro.

• ACTSOFPRAYER: establishing a prayer
initiative which includes praying for
evangelists as they lead events.

Tim says: ‘I see myself more on the edge of
the harvest field with a pair of scissors than
driving a combine harvester. I give God great
thanks for the privilege of sharing the gospel
and seeing ordinary often broken lives
transformed’.

Sister Chris CSF
I first became interested in mission and
evangelism when I took part in a Parish
event soon after I became a Novice in the
Community of Saint Francis in 1989.

There were two Brothers and another Sister
on the team. The same day we arrived in the
Parish, the Sister’s father died and we were
suddenly reduced to three members. It was
during this Mission that I realised how
energised I felt by the experience and how
much I believed in the effectiveness of
working with a Parish in this way. Since that
time, I have taken part in around 25 Mission
events and have taken on Holy Week
preachments almost every year.

For a long time, I have found it helpful to
base my sermons on life situations, and this
style of preaching has become quite popular
in my own Parish in Stepney, East London,
where I preach once a month. We also have
play reading sessions, and when we were
asked to provide suitable plays with 20 or 30
parts, I decided to write one or two of my
own based on biblical themes.

My job in Community is to work with
deafblind people in London, and
occasionally I can use this theme for School
assemblies. One day I went with a deafblind
lady to a primary school, where we taught
some 300 children to sign a short prayer. I
remember being impressed by the deep effect
it had upon the children.

Generally, I feel it would be wrong to talk
openly about my faith to the deafblind
people I work with, but faith is impossible to
hide and I really feel it makes itself manifest
in the gentlest, most helpful ways. I would
say that faith and mission are a very natural
part of being!

Cambridge. In a year working for Holy
Trinity Church after graduation, I was
involved in evangelism amongst overseas
students in Cambridge and trained as a TEFL
teacher. The next few years were important
for me as I learned how to share Jesus with
people of other faiths. During the same period
I took part in missions around the country
with Through Faith Missions.

I trained for ordination at Trinity College,
Bristol, where the ministry of evangelism was
again emphasised, and since 1989 have been
in the City of Lincoln as Curate of St Giles
and Vicar of St George’s, as well as being
Mayor’s Chaplain for a year, Hon Priest Vicar
at the Cathedral and since November 2007 a
Canon. I completed the Foundation Course
in Mission Accompaniment at Cliff College
in 2007. I’ve participated in missions with
The Walk of 1000 Men in Cornwall, Ulster,
Lincoln, Kent and Cumbria, and was
Chairman of ‘Just 10 Lincolnshire 2005’.

I see myself as a team player, with gifts in
singing, teaching and preaching, gift
enablement, event organisation and personal
support for other evangelists. I’m currently
working as a mission consultant in Lincoln
Diocese, drawing on parish and other
experience of evangelism in order to
encourage and motivate others.

I aim to participate in mission outside my
own area every year, as well as organising
events locally. I have found long-distance
prayer-walking to be an important way for me
to seek God’s will for the growth of
evangelism in Lincolnshire.

Bishop John Inge…
… began thinking seriously about the call to
evangelism when taking part in parish
missions with Bishop Jack Nichols whilst a
student at Mirfield. Since then he has been
involved in evangelism in a wide variety of
contexts – from the rarefied atmosphere of
Harrow School whilst working as a chaplain
there to inner-city Tyneside as a parish priest.
Before being made bishop he worked as
Canon Missioner at Ely Cathedral. In all
these settings he has discovered great
opportunities for sharing the gospel and has
relished the opportunity to do so. The gospel
is the same but the environment in which it is
to be preached makes all the difference as far
as presentation is concerned and he has
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Mark Russell…
… was appointed 2 years ago as the
youngest ever Chief Executive of the
Church Army at the age of 31. He grew up
in Northern Ireland and at 21 was one of
the youngest ever licensed Local Preachers
in the Methodist Church in Ireland. After 2
years of troubleshooting management in
industry he served for 3 years as Youth
Pastor of Lurgan Methodist Church in
Northern Ireland. Early on as a full time
Youth Minister Mark seized his
opportunities to share Christ, setting up a
creative schools ministry, and becoming
chaplain to a high school. In 1998 he
helped establish ONEder?, an ecumencial
and evangelistic youth congregation, a
forerunner fresh expression of church. In
1999 Mark was awarded the British Gas
Tomorrow’s People Awards, for his cross-
community work bringing Catholic and
Protestant young people together in
Northern Ireland. In 2000 Mark was
appointed as Youth Minister of Christ
Church Chorleywood, and helped grow an
exciting and dynamic youth ministry. Mark
is a natural evangelist, and is happy sharing
his faith on a 1-2-1 or on a platform. He has
led evangelistic missions in many countries
round the world, and was the main
evangelist at Urbanni Unelma, a city wide
youth mission in Finland.

Mark is a member of the Archbishops’
Council and General Synod of the Church
of England. His job has him leading a
society of over 350 full time evangelists and
being an advocate for evangelism in the
wider church. Despite this role where the
temptation would be to talk about
evangelism all day, Mark is committed to
being an evangelist. He is actively involved
in evangelistic outreach with homeless

people on the streets of London, and takes
every opportunity to share his faith with
people he meets. Over the last year he has
led evangelistic services in England, Wales,
Scotland, Ireland, and is shortly off to
China. 

Speaking to the General Synod last summer
Mark said “Walking down the Charing Cross
Road recently I met Matthew. He is only 21
years old, and has been homeless for two years.
We talked together, and I asked him, ‘What
was the most important thing the Church could
do today’? He replied, ‘Bring hope to people’.
Matt and I then prayed together, we talked
about Jesus and he was hungry for more. I was
profoundly moved by this, and have been struck
deeply by his words. That is why I am an
evangelist; our challenge as a church must be to
bring hope to people.”

In his spare time, Mark likes the cinema,
theatre, eating out, skiing, and travelling. 
He also supports Tottenham Hotspur
football club. 

Liz Babbs…
… is an author, performer, broadcaster,
speaker, spiritual director and creative
prayer consultant. She is author of 9 books
and 4 CDs including the award-winning
Into God’s Presence - Listening to God
Through Prayer and Meditation (Zondervan
2005). Liz writes on issues of health, self
help and spirituality and many of her books
cross over into the secular market. She also
travels to the US as an author and speaker,
and is currently writing a book for the
emerging church in the US.

Liz was born in Watford, but has lived most
of her life in Nottingham, studying for both
her degrees at Nottingham University.

Formally she worked as a secondary school
teacher but later became ill with M.E.
(Chronic Fatigue Syndrome) from which
she was healed through prayer. This
experience formed the basis of her first book
Can God Help M.E? (Eagle 1999, Authentic
Media 2004)

Liz now works as a mission partner based at
St Nic’s Church Nottingham and her aim is
to put Christianity back on the map of
those who describe themselves as ‘spiritual’
but wouldn’t go near a church to look for
spirituality. She specialises in exploring new
ways to connect with our spiritual culture
and worked with the late Rob Frost
developing the spirituality course Essence.
She has been described as ‘an expert in
relaxation and meditation’ and has led
stress-busting sessions at major conferences,
books stores, retreat centres and on radio
and TV. She has toured with her best-
selling gift book The Celtic Heart (Lion
Hudson 2003) as a multi media spirituality
outreach concert, last year performing at
the Edinburgh Fringe. She is currently
touring with her new one woman outreach
show ‘Licensed to Chill’ for Hope 08, which
she describes as ‘a chilled out mix of
performance poetry, prose and meditation,
gently stirred with a dash of humour’. Liz
also outreaches though the Internet and is
the voice of Christian meditation on
YouTube and MySpace providing sacred
space in cyberspace.

Liz is passionate about intimacy with God
and works with worship leaders and
musicians enhancing worship through
prayer and Biblical meditation. She is
Kingsway music’s first spoken word worship
artist and her album ‘Immerse’ – Prayer and
Worship for Busy People was published by
Kingsway in 2007. 
www.lizbabbs.com n

The Evangelist
A few thoughts by Bishop Stephen Cottrell
Some years ago the report Good News People1 identified five charisms
of the evangelist. They are worth re-visiting. Here is my slightly
adapted version. An Evangelist –

• Comes from the church and is fed by the church;

• Goes where the church isn’t;

• Proclaims and lives the gospel;

• Interprets the church to the world and the world to the church;

• Encourages all to play their part in God’s ministry of evangelism.

What I like about this unpacking of the ministry is that it makes it
clear that although fed by the centre, the evangelist is most likely to
be involved at the edge. This is what it means to go where the church
isn’t. The evangelist will be a joyful and provocative presence at the
beginning of journeys, or at least at that place where people’s

journeys towards God intersect with God’s journey towards them. We
are messengers and guides. We have many different ways of heralding
the arrival of God and of pointing the way to Christ. The Evangelist
is a presence, a proclaimer, a storyteller, a translator, a sign. We use
words when we have to. But we don’t do it all ourselves. God is the
evangeliser, not us, and nowadays conversion and incorporation into
the church will probably come later. These are the other parts of the
ministry of evangelism that others may do but the evangelist
encourages.

Trying to see the world through the eyes of God, the evangelist is the
one who sees Christ in others and who longs for them to see Christ in
themselves.
––––––––––––––––––––
1 Good news People, Recognising Diocesan Evangelists, Church House
Publishing 1999



Rochester Evangelists
Scheme
Really I should not be the one writing this.
The initial idea for the Rochester Diocesan
Evangelists Scheme came from the then
Archdeacon of Rochester, Norman Warren,
following a trip to Africa many years ago. I
have had the privilege of working with
Evangelists for the past nine years.

The concept has always been about ordinary
women and men, from parishes across the
spectrum that makes up a diocese, being
equipped to be Evangelists and to encourage
evangelistic endeavours in their local setting.
The mode of training over the years has
developed so that it is now possible for
Evangelists to gain a certificate in
Ministerial Theological Training in part
alongside Readers and Pastoral Assistants.
Recently we have seen one brave cleric add
some evangelist training to his portfolio!

What have we learned?

• Evangelists are like gold – they are not
always obvious to incumbents who are
trying to grow ministry teams. There is
still considerable misunderstanding, and in
some cases, mistrust about what an
Evangelist is or does. However, once I can
explain to congregations about the wide
range of personality types that are
Evangelists, the vast ways in which they
function – from school work, to steady
visiting on estates, to luncheon clubs, to
War and Peace shows, to community
celebration. As well as Alpha courses to
café church, to Tea Time Together
services, to 1-2-1 conversations and
working with tourists in our major Dickens
festival events – then people seem to start
to sense that maybe they do have a deep
desire within them to see people come to
faith in Jesus Christ. Panning for gold is
still a big part of my department’s work.

• Evangelists can find their ministry very
lonely and they are very often
misunderstood. Congregations so often

fail to grasp that more and more we are
working with people who have no
Christian basis at all. It will take time to
see fruit from this ministry in the way that
congregations expect i.e. bums on pews!
Supporting the Evangelists with Area
Groups, the Diocesan Fellowship of
Evangelists, CME and a bi-annual
residential meeting are essential. Not
being one to see demons round every
corner I do see the tremendous amount of
distraction that can come upon
Evangelists as they work on the edges and
push the boundaries out for Christ. This is
not a ministry to be undertaken lightly or
without spiritual support.

• The gap between what the local church
can offer to new Christians and what
Evangelists perceive new Christians
need in the initial stages of their faith
journey is widening. This causes real
conflict of interest. So issues around being
saved and added to the church need to be
addressed sensitively. The diocesan
commissioning that Evangelists hold
makes it very clear that they are about
helping people discover faith in Jesus
Christ, helping people recover their faith
and enabling people to grow on in faith.

• Working as an Evangelist and with
Evangelists is the greatest experience of
my ministry. They are people who are
lively, passionate in faith and willing to go
anywhere that there might be the
opportunity to share Christ, however long
it takes.

n

Canon Jean Kerr reflects on one of the established
diocesan schemes for training local evangelists.

Rochester
Evangelists Scheme

When Al Gore won his recent Nobel Peace Prize,
he shared it with the UN Inter governmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). A leading
figure on this panel is Professor Sir John
Houghton CBE FRS. Formerly a Professor of
Atmospheric Physics at Oxford University and
Chief Executive at the Meterology Office, Sir
John Houghton is one of the world’s leading
climatologists. He is called a prophet by Dr Elaine Storkey.

In November ’07 York Courses launched a CD of an in-depth
conversation between Sir John and John Young (above right). The CD,
entitled Climate Change & Christian Faith, is in two parts. In the first Sir
John addresses the realities of climate change and in the second part he
speaks about the reality of his own personal Christian faith. This CD is a
very useful evangelistic tool, as well as addressing a vital issue.

To celebrate the Nobel Peace Prize, www.yorkcourses.co.uk are
offering these CDs very inexpensively – at £2 each in packs of 5. 
(UK p&p free).

COLLEGE MEMBER INTERVIEWS 
NOBEL PEACE PRIZE WINNER



We believe that God, in His love,
has reconciled us and has given
us a ministry of reconciliation.
We believe that God has called
us to be evangelists and that He
has equipped us by the Holy
Spirit with the particular gifting
to fulfil that calling. We believe
that our call to ministry is a call
to service, and we will not be
motivated by a desire for personal
gain. Rather we embrace a
sacrificial lifestyle of availability
to the direction of the Holy
Spirit. Our methods must stem
from our conviction of the need to
incarnate the Gospel, and a
recognition that all of humanity
is made in the image of God,
with inherent value and dignity.

Members of the Governing
Body
The Rt Revd Jonathan Gledhill (Chair)

The Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell

The Revd Canon Paul Bayes

The Revd Canon Michael Hart

Canon Janice Price

The Revd Canon John Young

Members of the College are
encouraged to submit news items
and articles on evangelism for
possible inclusion in the annual
newsletter. Please submit items to
janice.price3@btopenworld.com
The final decision on inclusion of
items rests with the Chairman of the
Governing Body. 

An important precursor of rural outreach is to
adapt the church building and the worship on
the principle that ‘small can be beautiful’. It is
usually a mistake to imitate large urban
churches. With a congregation of ten, it may
not make sense to use the pulpit and lectern
as if there were a congregation of one
hundred plus. If at all possible it is good to
remove the unused choir stalls which sit
empty each week, with the subliminal
message that something is permanently
missing. We may need to sing shorter hymns
or choruses. As a former organist, I know that
many hymns are pitched too high for the
average congregation – and especially for
most men – to sing comfortably (did you
know that average pitch of people’s voices has
dropped over recent decades?)

The distinctive features of rural areas lead me
to five observations about evangelism:
• An incarnational, relational approach

works better than a confrontational one.
In the countryside we have to go on living
with our neighbours. Any form of outreach,
whether it be social care or evangelism has
to be designed for the long term building-
up of relationships and communities.

• Rural mission needs to be based on spotting
the God-given opportunities and running
with them for a period. For example, there
may only be four teenagers in a particular
village. Any youth work needs to be built
round their needs and interests. Outreach
to children, youth, families and the elderly
in rural areas goes in cycles. It is not a
failure when people move on or die and the
group has to close. Some other form of
outreach can always begin again before
long with another small group.

• Outreach in the countryside works best
when churches cooperate, rather than
compete. Sometimes there is only a critical
mass if pastoral care and evangelism are
organised ecumenically or across a cluster
of parishes. I heard of one village that runs
a midweek lunch for the elderly each
month followed by worship. People come
from many of the surrounding villages.
Another nearby village runs a toddlers
group, with worship an integral part of the
morning, drawing people from the wider
area. In yet another church there is youth
work for a handful of teenagers once a
fortnight, catering for all those in that age
bracket. Each church uses its limited
facilities to the fullest and concentrates on
what it is good at.

• It is fruitful to build on an annual cycle
of events for outreach, such as Posada,
Christingle, Epiphany, Shrove Tuesday,
Mothering Sunday, Good Friday children’s
activities, Fathers’ Day, Harvest and
Festivals of Light (as an alternative to
Halloween). This works particularly well
when there is a village school which is
willing to be involved.

• If a mission or a faith-sharing event is being
planned, it is best to use a team from
another rural area. Many urban churches
may have little understanding of rural life
and relationships.

Alan Smith is Bishop of Shrewsbury. His
book God-Shaped Mission: Theological and
Practical Perspectives from the Rural Church was
published in January by Canterbury Press,
price £14.99.
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The College of Evangelists
exists to recognise and affirm
evangelists whose ministry is
nationwide or at least
beyond the confines of any
diocese.

Janice Price recommends some new and established resources
for evangelistic ministry.

Evangelism Resources
The newly published Sense Making Faith is a
lavishly illustrated and beautiful book which
looks at how we perceive God through the
senses. Dr Anne Richards, the author, and
Secretary of the Mission Theology Advisory
Group, where the project began, described
the central questions that gave rise to Sense
Making Faith. ‘MTAG was asked to consider
whether the way Christians have traditionally
shared their faith with others was still
relevant for the 21st century. There were two
questions: do we really know enough, live
enough, feel enough about our faith to share
with others what it means to be alive in
Christ? And also, do we really know enough
about the spirituality of the people we meet to
understand where they’re coming from and
what God has already done in their lives?’
Sense Making Faith is particularly good for
groups combining Christians and spiritual
seekers providing an experiential avenue into
faith and God. It is accompanied by a website
www.spiritualjourneys.org.uk

Sense Making Faith, Body, Spirit, Journey by
Anne Richards with the Mission Theological
Advisory Group, CTBI Publishing 2007, £15
pp168 ISBN 978-085169-347-7

On the web take some time to look up
www.evangelismuk.typepad.com
This is an excellent site giving up-to-date
news and resources for evangelism.
Categorised by theme as well as date it is
flexible to use and has a good archive if there
is something you vaguely recall but can’t quite
pin down. It is easy to subscribe to the site for
day to day information.

Don’t forget to visit, or re-visit
www.rejesus.co.uk This well established site
is visited by well over half a million visitors a
year (how many churches can claim that
many visitors?) and is flexible, imaginative
and designed for an audience who are
inquisitive about Jesus. It’s a good site to
direct enquirers to. It tells the story of Jesus 
(I particularly like the Jesus timeline) as well
as having an interactive spirituality space.


