
LICHFIELD
Lichfi eld diocese’s growth fund 
supports Anika Todt, a Centre for 
Youth Ministry student at St Jude’s 
Wolverhampton. She works with 
children and their families – many 
of them from outside the church - in 
schools and aft er school clubs. 

Th e fund also supports Mandy Keay, 
who works with the fast-growing 
J Team, a volunteer-led group based 
around St Chad, Beechdale for 
children from local estates. Th e team’s 
recent events include an art night, a 
Christmas party and a Christmas card 
competition. Th e winner featured 
with friends and family in the local 
newspaper.

In the pipeline are a ‘children and 
worship’ programme to get children 
excited about prayer and praise, junior 
school lunchtime clubs with stories, 
discussion, drama and videos, and a 
visiting programme so the church can 
reach the children’s families.

NORWICH
Norfolk has 659 mediaeval churches – 
the highest concentration in the world. 
Norwich diocese’s Open Churches 
project, supported by mission funding 
for three years, aims to share this rich 
cultural and spiritual heritage more 
widely.

Open Churches offi  cer Ralph Barnett 
is working with a network of dedicated 
volunteers to promote ‘gateway’ 
churches sited in popular areas and 
open daily. He writes:

‘Th rough gateway churches, visitors can 
fi nd out about the church itself and its 
history, as well as about other churches 
locally, countryside walks, activities 
and community events, and can seek 
spiritual refreshment and renewal.’ 

Events to promote the project include the 
Open Churches Week in August, training 
seminars, and a six-day festival late in 
May with comedy nights, choral events 
and concerts with appearances from 
keyboardist Rick Wakeman, tenor Ramon 
Remedios and a host of local talent. 

Th e Parish 
Mission Fund 

Th e Archbishops’ Council and the Church Commissioners 
set up the parish mission fund in 2002 to give dioceses 
extra resources for the innovative work done by parishes 
across the country. Th e sort of work that sometimes takes 
risks and reaches out to people on the margins of 
‘traditional’ church. 

In its fi rst four years £15 million has been put into the 
parish mission fund. Grants from the fund may make up 
just part of the project funding and can help to draw 
funds from other sources. 

Here are a few stories from around the dioceses of people 
and projects making use of these funds in the fi rst four years. 

OXFORD
Oxford diocese is using mission 
fund money to support a range of 
experimental cutting-edge ministries. 
One of them is the mayBe community, 
made up of people living in and 
around Oxford with a variety of jobs 
and occupations. Inspired by monastic 
ideas and rhythms they share in daily 
prayer and gather for worship and 
a weekend Eucharist in a variety of 
locations, oft en outdoors, combined 
with presence in cafes and pubs. 

Th e people in mayBe are creating 
community-spaces where they can 
live out their calling and which are 
accessible to people around them with 
little or no church connection. One 
participant writes:

‘mayBe has given me space to contribute 
what God has given me and has helped 
me reconnect my faith with aspects 
of my life that had come to inhabit 
separate boxes.’

Th e hope is that the mayBe community 
can make a diff erence as much through 
everyday social action and care for 
neighbours as through involvement in 
global issues and organisations. 

Review of Act ivities
-

Lichfi eld diocese’s J Team in action.

Archdeacon David 
Hayden launches 
publicity brochures for 
the Hempnall group of 
churches.

A young visitor at 
Loddon Holy Trinity’s 
local information display
area (far left).

Space, 
contemplation 
and community 
- Oxford diocese’s 
mayBe project is 
opening up new 
horizons.



Manchester diocese has given away 
£120,000 in cash from the parish 
mission fund to help church outreach 
projects serve local people in new and 
imaginative ways. 

A breakfast club in Halliwell, Bolton 
feeds 20 children every weekday in 
term time. It received £20,000 from 
the fund, securing the service and its 
development for the next three years. 

Th e Revd Sarah Foster-Clark, Halliwell 
Team Missioner, who wrote to tell 
Bolton MP and Education Secretary 
Ruth Kelly about the scheme, said: 

‘A good breakfast helps kids 
concentrate on their schoolwork and 
it’s a great way for the local church to 
serve local people.’

In her reply, Ruth Kelly commended 
the model of partnership between 
church and school.

Other projects using the money in 
Manchester diocese include:

St Bride’s Church, Old Traff ord
£5,000: life skills training for young 
off enders and those at risk of off ending

Christ Church, Harpurhey
£5,000: a new sort of church ‘on the 
streets’ fostering community through 
local events in one of the country’s 
most deprived areas

Churches in Bolton Town Centre
£16,000: a chaplain to serve workers in 
town centre businesses in collaboration 
with other faith groups 

St Luke’s Church, Longsight
£8,000: off ering mainstream and 
complementary therapies in the church 
building for the wider community 

St George’s Abbey, Hey
£12,000: a ‘church in a shop’ partnering 
with local Methodists to provide an 
accessible intimate place for meeting in 
the local area

Clift on 
£15,000: development for the ‘C’ 
project in Clift on Green which off ers 
local children positive alternatives to 
crime and antisocial behaviour

Th e Bishop of Hulme, the Rt Revd 
Stephen Lowe, who chairs the grants 
committee, said: 

‘I’ve been delighted to see such a wide 
range of applications showing the 
churches’ involvement in the most 
demanding aspects of community life. 
We want to encourage churches to 
try new things, take risks and work 
in partnership with statutory and 
voluntary agencies.’

LEICESTER
Th e closure of the post offi  ce in the 
village of Sheepy Magna in Leicester 
diocese prompted this inventive 
solution. Th e mission fund was among 
some twelve diff erent organisations 
supporting the conversion scheme.

Th e church now houses a satellite post 
offi  ce in its tower vestry. It sells locally-
produced bread and confectionery, local 
newspapers, and there is a coff ee bar 
where people can meet informally. Th e 
local borough council off ers a community 
helpdesk with advice on everything 
from planning permission to recycling 
and a County Hall CONNECT 
computer enables people to access a 
variety of county services on-line. 

A team of volunteers runs the services 
and the church is now very well used 
during the week. Local minister Revd 
Annette Reed writes: 

‘We are here to live out and preach 
the Good News of Jesus Christ and 
making our churches places of welcome, 
relevance and love is just one exciting 
aspect of that work’.

Revd Fiona Stewart-Darling is 
Bishop’s Chaplain in Docklands in 
London diocese. Supported by the 
mission fund, Fiona works with local 
church and business partners to meet 
community needs.

She has off ered events such as the 
annual Carol Service, a Remembrance 
Day service in partnership with the 
Museum in Docklands, and an inter-
faith event a week aft er the London 
bombings of July 7, 2005. Working 
with Canary Wharf-based companies, 
many of which make decisions with 
global implications, she has facilitated 
seminars on issues of faith in the 
workplace. 

Th e chaplain maintains a visible 
presence around the Canary Wharf 
estate day to day. Fiona writes:

‘Christmas Day and the day of 
the London bombings provided 
opportunities to walk around the estate 
and chat with security staff  as they were 
the only people visible. Everybody else 
was working within the safety of their 
buildings.’

St Mary with St John’s, Upper 
Edmonton has its challenges. St John’s 
church closed in 2003 when the ceiling 
began to collapse and the Eucharist is 
now celebrated in the church hall. Th e 
parish’s fund-raising can only cover the 
basics. Yet, writes local mission fund-
supported priest Revd Stuart Owen:

‘Th e church community at St John’s is 
vibrant and growing, seeking to serve 
one of the poorest and also youngest 
neighbourhoods in London. Th e 
dilapidated hall houses a community 
centre during the week. It serves a 
great variety of groups, including 
young people, asylum seekers, people 
with mental health diffi  culties and 
many more. Th e congregation engages 
with many of the most marginalised 
people locally, from parents with 
young children, to the residents of a 
local nursing-home. Average Sunday 
attendance has risen from just over 40 
in 2000, to more than 70 in 2005.

‘St John’s has been around for about 
a hundred years, and is looking to re-
create itself in a form which will enable 
us to continue serving this community 
in the decades to come.’ 

SOUTHWELL & 
NOTTINGHAM
Southwell & Nottingham diocese’s 
Time Travelling! project began in 
1995. It is built around children’s 
Pilgrimage Days at Southwell Minster, 
which the mission fund supports. 
Volunteers lead teaching and activities 
based around prayer, baptism and 
worship. Th ese events are open to all 
Nottinghamshire County and City 
primary schools and link into the RE 
curriculum and the Nottinghamshire 
teaching syllabus. 

Th e three-week programme of events 
attracts some 500 children each week. 
As one visitor said:

‘It was my best school trip ever. I enjoyed 
everything, I thought it was all very 
exciting and fun. I loved the singing and 
the activities!’ 

Th e project team adds:

‘Th e lasting success of Time Travelling! 
for Nottinghamshire primary schools 
lies in the enthusiasm, dedication and 
knowledge of our volunteer and staff  
team and our commitment to providing 
a quality educational experience 
through a variety of fun activities.’

MANCHESTER LONDON

Halliwell’s breakfast club 
helps local children get every 
weekday off  to a good start.

Sheepy Magna’s 
parish church doubles 
as post offi  ce and 
local shop, with a 
team of volunteers 
led by local minister 
Annette Reed (left).

Revd Fiona Stewart-Darling works 
with church and business partners 
in and around Canary Wharf, 
London Docklands.

Time Travelling! 
Pilgrimage Day at 
Southwell Minster 
in 2004.


