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New National Survey Findings

Churches make neighbourhoods ‘a better place to live’

More than eight out of 10 people in Britain go into a church or place of worship
each year and six in 10 believe a place of worship makes their neighbourhood a
better place to live, according to the detailed findings of an Opinion Research
Business attitude survey in November 2005. The results back up similar findings in
2003.

• 86% had been into a church building in the previous year – often for several
different purposes.

• 70% agreed that Church of England schools have a positive role in educating
the nation’s children.

• 58% agreed with the statement ‘places of worship make our neighbourhood
a better place to live’ while 11% disagreed.

• 72% agreed with the statement ‘a place of worship is an important part of
the local community’ while 11% disagreed.

• 72% agreed with the statement ‘places of worship provide valuable social
and community facilities’ while 11% disagreed.

• Among respondents who claimed no religious allegiance, 38%, 46% and 56%,
respectively, agreed with the statements.

It is not just the Church that believes the state should pay more towards the
upkeep of churches.

• Asked who they thought ‘is primarily’ responsible for providing money to
maintain churches and chapels, 38% suggested central taxation, local
taxation, the National Lottery or English Heritage.

• Asked who ‘should be primarily’ responsible, the respondents naming those
four sources rose to 46%.

• Among respondents who claimed no religious allegiance, 41% named these
four sources.

• In the 2003 ORB survey, 42% thought local churches should receive funding
from the state.
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The importance of churches to local communities is further supported in the
survey by the desire of respondents for even more from their places of worship:

• 63% agreed with the statement ‘places of worship should be more actively
involved in our local community’ while 13% disagreed.

• 69% agreed with the statement ‘places of worship should be more accessible
to the local community’ while 8% disagreed.

Reasons for AttendanceReasons for Attendance

Q5. Thinking about the last year, have you attended a church/ place of 
worship on any of these occasions?  (ORB 2005)
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2005

Funeral

Wedding

Christmas

Christening/ baptism

Memorial service for someone who has 
died

Normal Sunday service

Easter

Harvest festival

Service of remembrance on Nov 11

To seek a quiet space

For a concert or theatrical performance

Through my children’s school

Mothering Sunday, Mother’s Day

Walking past and I felt the need to go in

Normal weekday service

Social or community event

Other

NONE of these

Only 14% of those questioned had not attended a church or place of worship in the
last year, the same proportion as in the 2003 ORB survey, further supporting the
importance of such buildings to communities. Many had been for several different
purposes.

• 21% said they had entered a church ‘to seek a quiet space’
• 23% said they were walking past and ‘felt the need to go in’
• 23% had been to a church through their children’s school
• 43% attended at Christmas
• 30% for a concert or theatrical performance
• 38% for a social or community event

All the above show a marked increase on the figures recorded in 2003.

Further details on www.cofe.anglican.org/info/statistics
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Latest 2004 Church attendance
Sixteen dioceses saw increases in their adult church attendance figures over the
two years 2003 and 2004.  Six dioceses saw increases in each of these years. They
were Blackburn, Chester, Canterbury, Coventry, London and Winchester.  Overall,
                                                                         the picture is a static one.

Attendance at church on Christmas day/ Eve remained constant at 2.6 million.
Cathedral results continued to show clear increases at Christmas and over normal
weeks in the year.

Cathedrals average weekly attendance

English dioceses with increases in weekly and
monthly adult attendance between 2002 and 2004
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2004 Ministry Trends

The number of stipendiary clergy continues to fall as the number entering
stipendiary ministry is not sufficient to replace those retiring.  Since the turn of
the millennium there has been a net loss of 6% and the current total is 8,897.  In
contrast the number of self-supporting ministers has increased since 2000 by 15%
and is currently 2,400. The number of licensed readers has decreased by 3% since
2000 and is now 8,426.

Women make up 16% of stipendiary parochial clergy, 8% of incumbents and 6% of
dignitaries.  The Church also benefits from over 1,238 chaplains working with
mission agencies, the armed forces, in hospitals, prisons, schools, higher and
further education.  Their number has decreased slightly by 2% since 2000.  In
addition, 243 Church Army evangelists and 604 professed members of religious
communities were also exercising ministry across the Church.

The number of ordinands has decreased since 2000 by 18% to 469 (the same level
as in 1998) while over the same period the number recommended for training has
increased by 5%, the greatest proportion being in the 40 to 49 year age group.
The number of readers in training has decreased by 18% in the last four years to
1,081.

Children and young people

The churches work among children and young people continues to diversify.  In
2002/3 a question on the annual parish returns indicated that comparable numbers
of children and young people under sixteen were attending church related
activities as were attending church based worship.
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Church attendance among the young

47% of churches (nearly a half) have less than five children/ young people at
worship each week while 8% have 50 or more.

Church repairs

In 2003 churches were asked for information on their financial contributions
towards church repairs.  Over £110 million was spent in 2003 on church and other
major repairs but over £370 million remained outstanding, 87% for listed
churches.  The financial burden of listed churches varied for individual dioceses.
For Truro, Leicester, St Edmundsbury and Ipswich 98% of outstanding repairs
were for listed buildings while in Rochester it was only 62%.
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Independent Research

Social cohesion, social capital and the geography of religion in England
by Dr Greg Smith et al, University of East London

This JRF sponsored research awaits publication but tasters include:
• Under 20% of Chinese and Asian groups are Christian.
• Over 60% of all Black and all White groups are Christian.
• The Christian community is segregated by ethnicity more significantly than

any other religious group.
• People to whom their Christian identity is important are more likely to

participate in volunteering especially formal volunteering.
• Those who actively practise a religion are more likely to participate in

formal volunteering and more regular voluntary work.

The Future of the Church – Christian Research (September 2005)

Religious Trends 5 forecasts that church attendance levels in the UK will be 2% of
the population by 2040 and church membership under 5%.  By 2020 only 10% of
the population will attend church at Christmas and by 2040 the festival will be
named ‘Winterval’.    Comment by Prof Grace Davie, Exeter University can be
read on  www.cofe.anglican.org/info/statistics

The Church of England ‘membership’ level used in this study is taken from local
church electoral rolls which seriously underestimate active churchgoers in urban
areas (60% of regular churchgoers).  Local church attendance levels examined are
restricted to average Sunday counts.  Many people increasingly worship elsewhere
(through, for example, their school or workplace) while across Anglican churches
an additional 16% or so church attenders worship locally during the week.

Our own 2005 national poll indicates that 48%, nearly half, of Britain continues to
consider itself Anglican and 43% attend church at Christmas (including 22% with
no religious allegiance and 48% living in London).  Only 8% of Anglicans attend
church each week and 17% each month while 49% attend at Christmas.  12% of
Britains are of Roman Catholic allegiance and 13% Free Church.  29% and 32%
respectively of these attend church each week, 48% and 43% respectively attend
each month while 69% and 49% respectively attend at Christmas.

Stop Press For more information on any aspect of this newsletter
please contact: statistics.unit@c-of-e.org.uk


