
Parish Profile and 
Statement of Needs
What is The Net?

 

The Net Church is part of the Church of England based in Huddersfield. We are a 
‘network’ church which means we do not operate through a parish like most 
Church of England churches, but aim to work through networks of relationships. As 
the ‘Mission Shaped Church’ report says, “The Western World is best described as a 
‘network’ society. This is a fundamental change; the emergence of a new social 
structure.” It goes on to say, “[people] are connecting… through the networks in 
which they live rather than through the place they live.” The primary network we 
operate within at The Net is friendships through our work, social life or interests. 
But we have also identified a number of other networks such as sport and the 
Internet where we can have an influence. Without a geographical 'parish' we need 
to be creative in the ways we connect with people. 
The driving force for the church has always been mission. We wanted to create a 
church that would connect with the majority of people in Huddersfield who have 
no contact with any religious institution. We do not want to grow by attracting 
people from other churches to a trendy service, but through non-Christians 
coming to a life-changing faith in Jesus. Our aim has always been to connect 
people with Jesus in relevant ways. We aim to help those outside the church deal 
with the realities of everyday life, exploring the big questions in a comfortable and 
relaxed environment. 
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Why does The Net exist?
Our mission statement is:
"By knowing and loving God and each other, we seek to enable non-church people to develop a 
real and relevant relationship with Jesus."
And that is it, in a nutshell! We wanted to be missionary-minded but also to be fully church. The 
Net is a church built upon relationships - with God, with each other, and with those outside the 
church. This mission statement, which was hammered-out all by those who started the church, is 
our life-blood. Many of the decisions about what we do in the church are filtered through our 
mission statement, so we are continually reminding people of why we exist in the form we do. We 
want everyone in the Net to know why they are part of us and to know why we exist as a church. 

We live by seven values which were also agreed by the founding group of The Net. They are:
 
God centred - Our priority is our relationship with God

Bible based - Our commitment to the word of God is central to all we do

Authentic relationships - Our desire is for a developing honesty and reality with each other

Seeker focused - Our aim is to help people of all ages find Jesus

Relevant faith - Our daily lives and faith need to be integrated so that we live out what we 
believe

Developing Discipleship - Our concern is to help each other grow in our relationship with God

Open to change - Our principles make us willing to take risks as we seek to follow where God 
leads

 

Where does The Net meet?
The Net is a ‘church without walls’ therefore we have no building of our own. It is important to us 
that the places where we meet are non-threatening and accessible to those outside the church. 
Sunday venues have changed over the years, both as numbers have increased and availability has 
varied. The Lesser Hall of Huddersfield University was a good centrally-based home for a time, a 
local special school took on the role for two years, and once we outgrew that building we started 
to meet at Almondbury High School. That is still our current meeting place, although we would 
like to find a venue that is more central to the town. For our regular seeker events we try to use 
venues that suit the mood of the evening, for example we have met in function suites at the 
Galpharm Stadium, a local restaurant, a sports bar, a hotel and a pub.

When was The Net born?
After a discussion period of 18 months with the diocese in November 1998, the 
Bishop’s Council agreed to the formation of a new church for an initial three-year 
trial period. The Net launched in September 1999 at the McAlpine Stadium in 
Huddersfield (now the Galpharm Stadium) and the first public service was held in 
the George Hotel. Our first seeker event took place in Christmas that year. In 
November 2000 following discussions with The Net’s Advisory Group,  the Bishop’s 
Council unanimously agreed to The Net continuing for another 5 years.  This trial 
period has now ended and the Church is now fully part of the Diocese of Wake-
field.



What sorts of people belong to The Net?

 

Members of The Net are quite diverse in age and background. The majority of 
the members are aged between 18 and 45. We don’t have many members over 
60. The Net has a children’s group which meets on a Sunday morning and a 
regular gathering for teens, and our current average Sunday attendance is 40 
adults and 20 children. Most people come from the Huddersfield area and 
surrounding villages, while some travel from further afield. In the last two years 
we have also begun to attract a thriving student intake from Huddersfield 
University, as well as a few people who have graduated from the University but 
have decided to remain in Huddersfield. We also welcome Christians who have 
moved into the area and who agree with our vision and values. 
 

What is Huddersfield like?
Huddersfield is a place full of character, surrounded by idyllic countryside and 
stunning scenery. The history of this Yorkshire mill town is fascinating and beauti-
ful buildings and architecture reflect the area’s textile heritage. Huddersfield has 
a number of local attractions to explore and is also famous for its connection to 
the TV favourite ‘Last of the Summer Wine’. There are modern shopping precincts 
and a wealth of theatre, cinema and concert programmes. Huddersfield has a 
thriving cultural life, particularly our musical traditions. The people of Hudders-
field are naturally friendly and generous and there is a rich Christian tradition 
going back many years. The Town has a number of lively Christian churches and 
The Net has an open working relationship with many of them. Huddersfield also 
has a respected University with a thriving Christian Union. For more information 
about Huddersfield go to http://www.kirkleesmc.gov.uk/visitorportal/index.asp 



How does a person become a member of The Net?

 

Anyone is eligible to become a member of The Net providing they are able to 
indicate their support and understanding of the vision and values of the church. 
Usually this is done on an annual basis near the birthday of the church at the end 
of September. 
 

What are netspace groups?
netspace groups are the Net’s small groups. Initially we operated our small groups on cell church 
principles, but in mid-2005 we felt they were not really fulfilling our mission statement. After a 
period of consultation with the whole church we changed to netspace groups. These take place 
in pubs, cafés or people’s homes, usually on a week-day evening. Each group has a very different 
flavour but runs on a framework of underlying principles which mark it out as a Net small group. 
We call them the six C’s:
Core - what are the group’s aims and how do they reflect the mission statement of the church?
Commitment - what commitment is expected in terms of being part of the group?
Communion - how is the group worshipping, praying and reading the Bible together? 
Culture - how does the group reflect the culture of which it is part? 
Community - how are we more than just a meeting? How do we care for each other and get 
involved in each others’ lives?
Commission - how is the group reaching out through words and deeds so it does not become 
focused ‘inwards’?
Each netspace group writes its own mission statement based on the principles outlined above, 
and regularly evaluates this to check it is meeting the aims. The netspace groups which we 
currently have in place are:
   netspace Foundations - for those who want to study the basics of the Christian faith
   netspace Homepage - focused around studying the Bible as a group
   netspace Central - meeting in a town centre venue, working out how we might connect with       
    young adults outside the church                                                      
   netspace Connect - time to pray, listen and worship
   netspace Runners - for a few runners to mix spirituality and physical exertion as a way of   
   reaching their friends!
   netspace Branch - a group that meets in the day-time, centred around Bible study and discusion

Each of these groups has arisen out of a need or passion identified by members of the church. We 
are always open for new groups to start and old ones to close.
 

 

Who runs The Net?
The Net has a Leadership Team which shares in the running and oversight of the 
church along with the vicar. The vicar of The Net is chairman of the Leadership 
Team and is not elected. The rest of the team is elected by and from the mem-
bers of The Net for a term of three years; they must then seek re-election if they 
want to continue. The Net has its own constitution (see Appendix 1) which 
explains how this election is carried out.
The Bishop’s Council agreed to the setting up of a Net Advisory Group which 
meets to support and give advice to the leader of the church. This group usually 
meets about three times a year and has proved invaluable for the vicar. The 
group currently includes the Archdeacon, the Diocesan Missioner, the Director of 
the Sheffield Centre (George Lings), a local Methodist minister and a lay church 
member from Huddersfield.
 



How are Net members involved in the running of the church?

 

We try to encourage the whole church to get involved in worship services and 
meetings. Having no building means there are lots of jobs to be done each week 
in preparation for our worship times together. The Net has a rota system where 
people sign up for jobs once or twice a month; this could include putting out the 
chairs, making coffee after services or running the PA. We also draw on church 
members to offer their skills in the worship services, whether it’s to read the 
Bible, produce a powerpoint presentation or lead a time of prayer. 
 

Does The Net have a social life?
Most definitely yes! In fact social events are seen as key opportunities in the 
mission of the church. These are important times when church members can 
invite people from their network of friends and family to a non-threatening event 
such as ten-pin bowling or a picnic in a local park. Through building relationships 
with church members in this way we have seen many new people outside the 
church coming along to seeker events and eventually joining us. We also encour-
age the netspace groups to have regular social outings, and about four times 
each year we have a social event on a Sunday morning instead of the normal 
worship service. One of the highlights of our year as a church is the Church 
Weekend Away in Scarborough where we get to know each other better and 
enjoy worshipping God together in a fun and informal atmosphere.
 



 

 

What about children and youth at The Net ?
When we started The Net we were convinced that our mission statement was not 
just for those over 18. From day one we appointed a part-time children’s worker 
to underline our commitment to this. Children and teenagers have always been a 
vital part of the life of the church and readily join in with all we do. Often children 
have joined us as their non-Christian parents have started exploring the Christian 
faith, and because of the child’s enthusiasm for the groups some parents have 
continued to come along. We have a number of groups on a Sunday for children 
and young people: Creche for ages 0-4 (currently 4 attending), ‘PS2’ for ages 5-10 
(currently 6 attending), and Youth for those aged 11-18 (currently 9 attending). 
These groups are run by volunteers. We are excited that our former full-time 
children’s worker is re-launching the 5-10’s group on a voluntary basis from 
September.
 



How does The Net ‘do’ mission?

 

Mission was the reason for the formation of The Net in the first place and contin-
ues to be at the heart of all we do as a church. Members are encouraged to 
‘network’ Christ in the groups to which they belong, e.g. leisure, work, community 
and through their netspace group. Our Net seeker events originally took place 
every month but are now quarterly. These tend to be weekday multimedia-
based presentations with an emphasis on personal invitation rather than general 
advertising to the public. Subjects have ranged from ‘What would Jesus say to 
David Beckham?’ to interviews with high profile Christians such as Lisa Potts and 
Russell Boulter, as well as evenings of entertainment with people like magician 
and evangelist John Archer. There have also been other fun events such as a 
make up evening and a chocolate party. People are good at inviting their friends 
and we often find that about half the people attending have been invited by Net 
members.

The Net also runs a number of courses to help people find out more about Jesus 
and to help them grow closer to him. One of these is ‘Just Looking’, a six-week 
course run by the vicar as a basic introduction to the Christian faith and a safe 
place to ask questions and discuss spiritual matters. An Alpha Course has 
recently been run by the netspace Foundations group and this is now being 
followed up by the ‘Challenging Lifestyles’ Course.                                 

Other mission-based events run by The Net over the years include an annual 
Football Training Course every summer for children and youth, a discussion 
group held in a town centre coffee bar, and a social action weekend carried out 
in conjunction with a local church. 

If you would like to read the story of how one of our church members first came 
to know Jesus and then joined The Net, have a look in the enclosed booklet 
‘Encounters on the Edge’.
 



What is worship like at The Net?
Sunday services at The Net are relaxed and informal and people are encouraged 
to join in only with those things they feel comfortable with. On most Sundays the 
children and youth go to their own groups after the first half hour. The time they 
spend in the main service will relate to them as well as to adults. Powerpoints are 
used for meditation, songs, prayers and to illustrate the talks. Worship songs are 
usually modern but we do occasionally include more traditional hymns. There 
are currently three different people who lead music from the front in church; the 
music group varies from week to week but can consist of guitars and keyboard, 
along with the occasional flute, violin, whistle and drums. Communion is usually 
alternate weeks and is shared with any person who professes Christ as Lord. We 
sometimes use objects to focus our worship and this may include moving 
around to different areas of the room for meditation and prayer. We try to take 
risks with new expressions of worship.

Teaching is a very important element in our worship. Talks tend to last between 
20-30 minutes, and subjects alternate between specific books of the Bible, topi-
cal issues and specific areas of discipleship. They can also include culturally-
relevant material such as film and TV clips to illustrate a point.
Church members are sometimes invited to speak and occasionally we have 
guest speakers from outside The Net. Talks are available as mp3 files on the 
church website to listen to or download. 

In its short history The Net has witnessed adult, youth, child and infant baptisms, 
as well as three confirmation services conducted by the Bishop of Wakefield. 
 

Does The Net have any staff?
The Net has always had a full-time vicar and for the first year employed a part-
time children’s worker. This was followed by a full-time children’s worker for three 
years; both worked until their contracts expired. We had a voluntary, full-time, lay 
assistant leader for two years and more recently employed a pioneer youth 
worker for one year.  Our hope is to employ a part-time youth worker from 
America from September 2006. This post is financed by a gift, not by church 
funds.

 



What happens to The Net’s money?

 

We have no weekly collection as part of our Sunday services, but members are encouraged to 
give directly to the church using Gift Aid where possible. Our Parish Share has risen over the 
years from £3,000 to £16,000 and this has always been paid in full. The Net tithes its income, 
therefore 10 percent of all giving goes towards missionary support.  Currently our missionaries 
are Phil and Sally Arnold working amongst Asians in West Yorkshire with Interserve, Colin and 
Dawn Lowther who work in missionary radio with HCJB-UK, and Andy and Mae-Ling Wilson who 
are church-planters with OMF in Taiwan. A group from The Net went on a mission to Taiwan three 
years ago to assist Andy and Mae-Ling. A copy of last year’s finances is attached. 
 

Does The Net have a vicarage?
The vicarage is at 50 Longcroft in the Almondbury area of Huddersfield. It is ten years old and 
situated on a small, quiet housing estate. The property comprises on the ground floor: lounge, 
kitchen, dining-room, small study and toilet; and on the first floor: four bedrooms and a 
bathroom. There is a large drive with plenty of parking space at the front of the house, and a 
good-sized garden to the rear. The double garage has been made into a meeting room for the 
church’s smaller events and for storage.

 

 

 

How does The Net communicate with its members?

The Net website (www.netchurch.org.uk) has up-to-date details of church events and Sunday 
talks. It receives on average 400 hits per week. We are a church that tends to communicate by 
email, mainly because we are so geographically widespread. Important information is sent by 
letter to those who are not on email and printed information is available at every service. There is 
a weekly ‘Net Note’ which is emailed to follow up the Sunday service; this can include the main 
points of the talk, various notices and rota information. One member of our Leadership Team, Paul 
Brier, voluntarily helps out with administration for The Net for one day every two weeks and is 
especially involved in the drawing up of rotas and the mailing list. Paul is also our Child Protection 
Officer.

 

 

Does The Net have links with the diocese and other churches?

We have good, strong links with the diocese and local churches in Huddersfield. The vicar has 
been a member of the Huddersfield Deanery Chapter and is involved in various diocesan events 
and groups. A number of church members have also been involved in diocesan events over the 
years.
The Net is a member of Churches Together in Huddersfield, and we see part of our mission as 
providing resources for other churches to use.
 
 



 

What sort of person is The Net looking for?
We are asking God for somebody to lead the church who gets excited by our vision and our 
values. Obviously we do not expect one person to have everything on our wish list, but here are 
just a few of the characteristics we would love to see in the next leader of The Net, interspersed 
with some quotes from church members:

Someone with experience of leadership in an outreach-based church

 “UP there – worship and prayer-focused; IN there – friendly, alongside us but not Mother Hen;
 OUT there – leading the charge, taking us into dangerous places.”

An evangelist who is also pastorally aware

 “More interested in people than programmes, more interested in following Jesus than  
 following traditions.”

 "A person who can provide evidence of their passion for The Great Commandment, and The
 Great Commission."

A good communicator and Bible teacher

 “A good speaker but also open to new ideas, tolerant and willing to explore alternative  
 ways.”

Someone who respects different age groups and who especially relates well to young adults

 “A sense of humour would be good!”

A person immersed in today’s culture who has an interest in media and the arts

 “The Net needs to continue to appeal to people who have a vast array of alternative media to
 pull them away from Church. It needs to be relevant.”

Someone who can demonstrate a healthy balance between pioneering ministry and developing 
what is already in place

 “They’ll need to balance the need to feed Christians within the church with the need to reach  
 out to non-church people.”

A person who is able to relate well to those who come from a non-church background

 “Someone who currently mixes with, and has a heart for, those who don’t normally go to  
 church. Someone who can take away the ‘cringe’ factor that can so often be a part of 
 evangelism for the un-churched.”
 
Someone who is able to motivate others and is willing to delegate responsibilities to other 
leaders and church members

 “They will need the ability to recognise gifts in others and encourage and develop their use.”

A person who is comfortable using multimedia in worship services

 “Sunday morning is crucial. We need a person who can break up the teaching and worship  
 into manageable chunks.”

Someone with good administration skills

 

 



Where would we like to see The Net in 5 year’s time?

We would like to see The Net grow closer to God as our worship develops and 
grow numerically through our networks and outreach events. As a result of this 
we would love to have more netspace groups located around Huddersfield 
where church members of all ages could learn to grow in their faith, support 
each other and reach out to their friends. It would also be great to meet in a 
venue closer to the town centre.

 
 

Where can I find out more about The Net?

For more information about The Net see the following:

‘Encounters on the Edge No.19: Net Gains’ which features The Net and another 
network church in Birmingham.

‘Mission Shaped Church’ report - The Net is featured on page 8.

‘The Church Invisible’ by Nick Page.

‘Church on the Edge’ by Chris Stoddard and Nick Cuthbert.

The Net website at www.netchurch.org.uk.


